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From  the 
Dean's  Office 


Dear  Alumni  and  Friends, 

This  issue  of  Perspectives  focuses  on  families.  Over  the  years,  brothers,  sisters,  aunts,  uncles,  nieces,  nephews, 
cousins,  in-laws,  and  employees  and  their  spouses  or  children  have  matriculated  through  our  Law  School. 
Sometimes  these  individuals  are  in  school  at  the  same  time.  At  other  times,  one  follows  after  the  other  has 
graduated.  We've  also  had  husbands  and  wives  (like  Cheryl  and  me);  we've 
had  many  students  meet  and  marry  while  in  school;  we've  celebrated  births 
during  the  academic  year.  Our  family  includes  relationships  of  all  types. 

As  the  Law  School  has  matured,  we  have  begun  to  see  a  new  grouping  of 
families  coming  through  our  doors — the  second  generation  of  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  students. 

Recently,  we've  seen  the  son  of  one  of  our  alums  graduate,  and  we've  seen 
our  first  mother/daughter  grads.  This  year,  we  have  a  first  year  student  whose 
dad  graduated  in  1980,  and  a  second  year  student  whose  mother  graduated 
in  1998.  We  have  a  1976  alum  watching  his  nephew  begin  his  studies  in  1999 
and  a  1982  alum  whose  niece  joins  the  class  of  2002.  Relatives  following  rela- 
tives, our  circle  is  growing. 

When  we  see  parents  sending  their  children  to  their  alma  mater,  it  is  some- 
thing special.  It  is  the  recognition  of  what  we  offer;  it's  their  confidence  in  us 
that  we  will  provide  for  their  son  or  daughter  what  we  provided  for  them — 
a  first  rate  legal  education. 


"When  we  see 
parents  sending  their 
children  to  their  alma 
mater,  it  is  something 

special.  It  is  the 
recognition  of  what 
we  offer;  it's  their 
confidence  in  us  that 
we  will  provide  for 
their  son  or  daughter 
what  we  provided 
for  them — 
a  first  rate  legal 
education." 
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Of  course,  when  student  families  come  and  go  through  our  programs  they  leave  behind  another  family — 
our  faculty,  administrators,  and  staff.  These  Law  School  employees  are  part  of  a  much  larger  family — over  60 
strong.  They  are  all  integral  to  the  education  enterprise  we  value.  Our  Law  School  employees  are  here  each  day 
participating  in  making  sure  our  students  are  taught  well  and  cared  for.  And  our  alums  stay  in  touch  with  our 
faculty  and  staff  through  frequent  campus  visits  and  exchanges  of  phone  calls,  letters,  and  e-mails.  After  three 
or  four  years  spent  together  in  the  Law  School,  we  become  part  of  our  alums'  extended  families.  Perhaps  that's 
why  alumni  events  are  so  enjoyable. 

In  August,  Massachusetts  Lawyers  Weekly,  in  separate  issues, 
carried  full  page  feature  articles  on  our  alums.  One  highlighted 
Jennifer  Arvanitis  '93  who  was  named  one  of  the  "Up  and  Coming 
Lawyers"  in  the  Commonwealth.  The  article  praised  her  for  work 
on  a  major  civil  rights  and  negligence  case.  The  other  article  was 
about  the  Honorable  Ann  Gibbons,  Class  of  '58,  our  second  woman 
graduate  and  our  first  woman  judge.  She  has  now  retired  from  the 
judiciary  after  almost  20  years  and  is  once  again  practicing  law  in 
Ware  with  her  husband,  while  continuing  to  support  women's 
issues.  Thirty-five  years  separate  these  two  graduation  dates.  I  haven't  asked  either  of  these  wonderful  attorneys 
whether  they  have  had  relatives  attend  our  Law  School.  But  one  thing  is  certain;  both  are  part  of  our  growing 
family  of  over  6,000  alums. 


"...we  have  begun 
to  see  a  new  grouping 
of  families  coming 
through  our  doors — 
the  second  generation  of 
Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  students." 


Sincerely, 


Donald  J.  Dunn  L  '83 
Dean 
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In  the  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  "familyy"  there  are  many 
graduates  who  share  not  only  a  common 
alma  mater,  hut  also  the  bonds  of 
marriage,  paternity  and  fraternity. 


\ 


1.  Michael  R.  '99  and  Michael  J.  '68  Wallace 

2.  Front:  Eleanor  and  Leon  Carman  '41/H'98 
Rear:  Karen  Carman  and  husband  Tracy  G'90, 
and  Barry  Carman  '83 

3.  Travaun  '01  and  Cecile  '98  Bailey 
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Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law: 

Where  Legal  Circles  and 
Family  Circles  Join  Together 

by  Mary  Mazzaferro 


It  seems  that  some  family 
trees  more  than  others  have 
a  proliferation  of  law 
degrees  hanging  from  their 
branches.  In  the  Western 
New  England  College 
School  of  Law  "family,"  there  are  many 
graduates  who  share  not  only  a  com- 
mon alma  mater,  but  also  the  bonds  of 
marriage,  paternity,  and  fraternity.  Our 
graduates  include  mothers  and  sons, 
fathers  and  daughters,  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  spouses  whose  paths  con- 
verge professionally  and  personally  in 
legal  circles  and  family  circles. 

How  does  a  shared  educational 
background  bring  these  families  closer 
together?  How  might  similar  careers 
test  their  ties?  What  is  it  about  the 
study  of  law  that  makes  them  different 
from  others  in  their  families? 

When  asked  how  members  of  our 
alumni  family  have  been  changed  by 
the  experience  of  a  legal  education, 
Hon.  Michael  W.  Ryan  76,  First  Justice 
of  Hampden  District  Court,  made  this 
observation,  "It  creates  a  certain  way  of 
thinking.  A  way  of  reserving  opinion 
until  all  the  information  is  gathered 
that  has  a  very  powerful  and  profound 
effect  on  how  you  make  decisions 
afterwards.  That  type  of  thinking,  that 
process,  eliminates  a  lot  of  errors  in 
judgment.  I  think  people  who  go  to 
law  school,  even  if  they  may  not  be 
practicing,  have  developed  that  way  of 
thinking  which  can  lead  to  success  in  a 
variety  of  fields." 


The  Carmans 

The  Carman  family  includes  two 
generations  of  graduates  who  have 
realized  success  in  law  and  in  estate 
planning.  The  family's  ties  to  the  Law 
Program  can  be  traced  to  the  School's 
very  beginning. 

Leon  J.  Carman  '41/H'98  has  qui- 
etly dedicated  six  decades  of  his  life  to 
helping  the  School  of  Law  realize  the 
dreams  of  the  young  scholars  who 
transformed  it  from  a  satellite  program 
to  a  nationally  recognized  institution. 
The  eldest  of  his  four  sons,  Barry  I. 
Carman  '83,  has  supported  that  dream 
through  his  own  efforts  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  College's  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  senior  Carman  earned  his 
Bachelor  of  Laws  degree  when  classes 
were  held  at  night  in  the  Springfield 
YMCA.  Working  in  accounting  by  day, 
Leon  thought  a  legal  education  would 
be  an  asset  in  a  career  in  estate  plan- 
ning. 

Leon  recalled  the  excitement  of  the 
visionaries  and  of  the  time,  "When 
Northeastern  was  ending  its  affiliation 
here,  the  students  who  were  going  to 
law  school  had  to  go  to  Boston  to  fin- 
ish their  courses.  There  were  other 
people  who  felt  as  I  did,  some  of 
whom  became  the  real  ringleaders, 
that  we  should  form  a  law  school.  And 
we  did.  Our  family  has  been  in  the 
background  ever  since  and  has  tried  to 
be  supportive  in  many  different  ways." 

From  an  endowment  for  the  moot 
courtroom  to  helping  make  the 


Alumni  Healthful  Living  Center  a  real- 
ity, Leon,  Barry,  his  younger  brother 
Tracy  G'90,  and  the  entire  Carman 
family  have  been  longstanding  sup- 
porters of  Western  New  England  Col- 
lege, and  in  particular,  the  School  of 
Law.  In  1998,  President  Anthony  S. 
Caprio  awarded  Leon  a  doctor  of 
humane  letters  degree  from  the  Col- 
lege for  his  years  of  service  and  finan- 
cial benevolence  to  the  institution.  In 
1997,  Leon  was  named  Western  Massa- 
chusetts Philanthropist  of  the  Year  by 
the  National  Society  of  Fund  Raising 
Executives,  an  honor,  he  says  the 
whole  famQy  should  have  shared. 

Today,  Leon  remains  active  as  presi- 
dent of  Carman  Associates,  a  highly 
successful  firm  specializing  in  estate 
planning,  insurance,  profit  sharing, 
and  financial  consulting  that  has  been 
retained  by  major  insurance  carriers 
such  as  CIGNA.  Now  an  octogenarian, 
he  is  a  hands-on  manager  who  splits 
his  time  between  offices  in  Springfield, 
MA,  and  Boca  Raton,  FL. 

While  all  four  of  his  sons  are 
involved  in  the  insurance  industry, 
Barry  is  the  family's  practicing  attor- 
ney. Barry's  law  firm  handles  the 
instruments  for  many  of  his  father's 
clients.  He  credits  much  of  Leon's  suc- 
cess to  the  innovative  application  of  his 
extensive  legal  knowledge.  "My  father 
recognizes  gray  issues  involved  in  the 
study  of  law.  He  asks  questions  and 
gets  to  the  heart  of  the  matter.  I 
learned  most  from  him  how  to  choose 
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Western  New  England  College  Trustee 
Barry  Carman  '83 


words  and  the  practical  effect  of  law  from 
living  in  the  real  world,"  says  Barry. 

Barry's  own  journey  to  the  School  of 
Law  was  a  marked  departure  from  his 
original  path  toward  a  career  in  teaching. 
He  majored  in  French  at  Washington  Jef- 
ferson University  and  became  certified  as 
a  teacher  in  several  states.  However,  in  his 
senior  year,  his  father  started  him  think- 
ing about  the  merits  of  a  law  degree. 

In  recalling  his  role  in  that  decision, 
Leon  explained,  "Barry  and  I  have  always 
been  very  close.  We  talk  about  things.  I 
may  make  suggestions,  but  he  makes 
decisions  when  it  comes  to  himself  That's 
the  normal  relationship  between  a  father 
and  son.  But,  he  was  on  the  firing  line,  he 
was  taking  the  courses.  All  I  did  was  sug- 
gest that  certain  things  would  be  very, 
very  good  for  his  career.  He  went  to  the 
School  of  Law  and  passed  the  bar  in 
Massachusetts,  New  York,  Washington, 
and  Florida.  Then,  it  made  sense  that  if 
he  already  had  a  JD,  why  not  go  on  and 
get  a  masters  degree  in  law  and  taxation, 
which  he  did.  He  has  a  tremendous  back- 
ground." 

Like  his  father,  Barry  supports  many 
charitable  organizations,  and  is  a  patron 
of  the  arts  in  New  York  and  Washington, 
DC.  Of  the  benefits  to  their  relationship 
from  their  shared  ties  to  the  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law,  Barry  had 
this  to  say,  "I  think  it's  brought  us  closer. 
It's  a  plus.  We're  very  proud  of  each  other. 
It's  given  us  another  area  in  common." 


The  Wallaces 

With  a  parent  as  an  attorney,  Michael 
J.  Wallace  '68  was  raised  with  the  idea  that 
a  law  degree  would  probably  be  in  his 
future.  While  his  mother,  attorney  Pearl 
Wallace,  was  not  an  alumna  of  the  School 
of  Law,  Western  New  England  College 
didn't  lose  her  to  a  competing  institution 
either.  "My  mother,"  recalled  Wallace, 
"was  a  tremendous  influence.  She  didn't 
have  a  law  degree.  She  didn't  have  a  col- 
lege degree.  My  mother  was  a  high  school 
graduate  who  took  the  bar  exam  cold  and 
passed  it  in  1963  when  a  degree  was  not 
required  to  sit  for  the  Bar." 

Pearl  Wallace's  feat  was  not  without 
the  benefit  of  prior  experience.  She  had 
worked  as  a  secretary  for  an  attorney  for 
many  years  until  his  death.  Mike  said, 
"There  was  pressure  on  her  because,  in 
essence,  she  was  practicing  law  without  a 
shingle.  So  when  her  employer  died,  she 
was  forced  to  take  the  bar  in  an  era  where 
30%  percent  passed.  How  many  lav^^ers 
can  you  take  out  of  the  ranks — good 
lav^yers — that  can  pass  the  bar  exam?  She 
was  a  very  smart  woman." 

At  the  suggestion  of  his  mother,  Mike 
planned  to  follow  a  mechanical  engineer- 
ing degree  from  Worcester  Polytechnic 
Institute  with  legal  training  in  Boston.  An 
appendectomy  and  pneumonia  forced 
Mike  to  leave  the  program  in  his  first 
year.  After  recuperation,  he  took  a  job  at 
the  Springfield  Armory  and  restarted  his 
legal  education  at  the  night  program  at 
the  Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law,  graduating  in  1968.  He  later 
returned  to  Boston  and  received  an  LL.M. 
in  1971.  With  an  advanced  legal  degree, 
Mike  was  invited  to  teach  as  an  adjunct 
professor  at  the  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law. 

Mike  spent  many  years  alongside  his 
mother  in  her  practice  until  she  left  in  the 
late  80s.  He  is  quick  to  note  that  it  cannot 
be  said  he  "worked"  at  her  practice,  as 
"most  people  in  Springfield  don't  believe 
I  ever  work,"  he  laughed.  What  he  does 


admit  doing  was  laying  the  foundation  of 
C8cW  Associates,  a  real  estate  develop- 
ment business  he  owns  with  longstanding 
partner  Francis  Cataldo.  It  has  grown  to 
include  many  prominent  addresses  in 
downtown  Springfield.  Yet  along  with 
Wallace's  investment  in  the  City's  physical 
assets  has  been  a  personal  investment  in 
the  development  of  Springfield's  cultural, 
business,  and  educational  institutions. 

Today,  Mike  Wallace  is  a  member  of 
more  boards  than  he  can  quickly  recol- 
lect. Area  colleges,  Springfield  Library  & 
Museums,  Spirit  of  Springfield,  CityStage, 
Springfield  Business  Development  Cor- 
poration, and  many  other  business  orga- 
nizations benefit  from  the  presence  of 
Mike  Wallace,  a  developer  who  thinks  like 
a  lawyer. 

"My  legal  education  provided  such  a 
diverse  background,"  observed  Wallace, 
"because  invariably,  through  all  of  the 
boards  you  serve  on  and  the  work  you  do 
in  the  City,  if  you're  smart  enough  to  lis- 
ten, you  can  use  it  to  really  make  a  differ- 
ence. You  have  a  background  that  no  one 
else  has.  I  use  my  engineering  back- 
ground on  boards  where  I  oversee  the 
physical  plant  committees.  With  a  law 
background,  I  understand  the  statutes,  I 
know  the  process,  I  know  city  ordinances 
and  state  laws,  zoning,  and  internal  rev- 
enue. I've  brushed  enough  of  it  to  know 
what  needs  to  be  done.  There  are  so  many 
ways  the  degree  is  an  advantage." 

When  asked  what  role  his  legal  educa- 
tion has  played  in  fostering  a  sense  of 
civic  responsibility,  Mike  had  this  to  say, 
"It  gave  me  more  of  an  ability  and  put  me 
in  a  position  to  do  things.  I  think  it's  safe 
to  say  that  my  sons  have  been  brought  up 
with  the  idea  that  they  have  to  give  back, 
that  they  don't  necessarily  look  for  a 
reward  when  they  do  something." 

Two  of  Mike's  three  sons  have  made 
law  a  third  generation  family  affair.  Son 
Michael  R.  is  a  graduate  of  the  School  of 
Law  Class  of  1999  and  holds  a  business 
degree  from  Springfield  College.  While  he 
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"/  told  the  admissions  director  at  the  time,  that  if  I  pursued 
a  law  degree,  I  felt  Western  New  England  College 
was  the  place  I  could  most  likely  succeed." 

Cecile  Bailey  '98 


eventually  wants  to  have  his  own  busi- 
ness, "Not  with  my  father,"  he  laughs, 
"We  are  very  different,  but  I'm  always 
willing  to  learn  from  him  and  I  have 
great  respect  for  his  knowledge." 
Michael's  current  interests  lay  in  prose- 
cution in  a  district  attorney's  office. 

It  was  Michael's  internship  experi- 
ence that  sparked  his  interest  in  prose- 
cution. In  fact,  it  was  the  internship 
program  at  the  School  that  influenced 
his  choice  of  the  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  over  a  Florida 
law  school.  He  says,  "The  internship 
program  at  the  School  of  Law  shows 
you  the  real  world  outside  the  class- 
room. My  internship  was  at  the  DA's 
office  under  assistant  district  attorney 
Dan  Kelly.  He  really  taught  me  a  lot.  It 
was  a  very  open  atmosphere  to  learn  in 
that  taught  me  how  to  think  on  my 
feet." 

Like  his  father,  Michael  sees  a  law 
degree  as  an  extremely  versatile  and 
flexible  commodity.  "In  every  day  life, 
it's  amazing  how  the  law  degree  is  uti- 
lized. You  read  things  and  sign  things 
every  day  where  knowledge  of  the  law 
is  a  real  advantage.  My  dad  sees  more 
problems  than  other  people.  Now  I 
share  his  understanding  that  when  you 
look  at  things  like  a  lawyer,  you'll  have 
different  reading  of  the  situation  than 
anyone  else." 

The  Baileys 

What's  it  like  to  enter  a  law  school 
the  semester  after  a  family  member  has 
graduated  from  it?  For  second-year  law 
student  William  (Travaun)  Bailey,  it 
wasn't  an  older  sibling's  footsteps  he 
was  walking  in,  but  his  mother's,  Cecile. 

In  1994,  Cecile  Bailey  '98  was  at  a 
crossroads  in  life.  While  she  had 


Second  year  student  Travaun 
Bailey  follows  in  the  legal 
footsteps  of  his  mother  Cecile 
Bailey  '98. 

enjoyed  a  successful  career 
as  a  nursing  team  leader  in 
pediatrics,  time  spent 
working  in  inner-city  clin- 
ics made  her  want  to  do 
more  to  serve  her  disad- 
vantaged clients,  especially 
neglected  and  abused  chil- 
dren. In  addition  to  her  RN  certificate 
from  New  Jersey  College  of  Medicine 
and  Dentistry,  Cecile  had  earned  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from  New 
Hampshire  College.  She  was  ready  for 
a  change  and  thought  an  advanced 
degree  in  public  health  was  the  answer. 

A  friend  opened  her  mind  to  the 
idea  of  a  law  degree  and  a  Dean's  Tea 
they  attended  for  non-traditional 
working  students  at  the  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  con- 
vinced her  that  the  institution  was 
right  for  her.  She  recalled,  "I  felt  so 
comfortable  when  I  walked  in.  I  told 
the  admissions  director  at  the  time, 
that  if  I  pursued  a  law  degree,  I  felt 
Western  New  England  College  was  the 
place  I  could  most  likely  succeed." 

Cecile's  decision  to  go  to  law  school 
was  news  to  her  son,  Travaun,  who  was 
then  attending  Elmira  College.  "When 
she  had  made  the  decision  to  go  to  law 
school,  it  was  a  surprise  to  me.  I  didn't 
know  she  had  been  thinking  of  going 
in  that  direction  until  she  had  appHed," 
he  said. 

Travaun  was  the  one  in  the  family 
who  had  always  dreamed  of  a  career  in 
law.  "As  far  back  as  I  can  remember," 
says  his  mother. 

"There  was  always  something  about 
law  that  appealed  to  me,"  recalled 


Travaun  who  majored  in  political  sci- 
ence at  Elmira.  "And  as  I  learned  more 
about  it  in  high  school  and  in  college,  I 
knew  it  was  the  course  I  wanted  to 
pursue.  I  had  to  do  an  argument  last 
year  and  I  felt  really  comfortable  doing 
it,  so  I  think  that's  the  path  I'm  going 
to  go  down." 

In  Travaun's  search  for  law  schools, 
his  mother's  experience  at  Western 
New  England  College  was  understand- 
ably a  factor.  Says  Cecile,  "It  was  his 
intent  initially  to  live  at  home  in  Con- 
necticut. I  raved  about  Western  New 
England  College  so  much  that  natu- 
rally it  was  a  consideration.  He  was 
actually  accepted  into  two  schools,  but 
he  decided  to  go  Western  New  Eng- 
land, and  it  didn't  hurt  that  I  would  be 
able  to  give  him  a  heads-up  on  courses 
and  professors." 

When  asked  what  his  friends  think 
about  his  mother's  recent  graduation, 
Travaun  replied,  "I'm  very  proud  of 
her.  When  my  friends  hear  about  it, 
they  think  it's  very  cool.  In  your  first 
year,  you  are  encouraged  to  be  involved 
in  a  mentoring  program,  but  that 
wasn't  necessary  for  me  because  I  had 
my  mother  who  had  just  graduated.  A 
lot  of  what  I  was  facing  was  still  fresh 
in  her  mind,  so  I  could  bounce  ideas 
off  of  her." 
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"Since  Stephanie  has  graduated,  we  talk  about  cases  and 
constitutional  issues  in  the  news  or  generalities  about  the  law. 
That's  really  nice  and  something  I  can't  do  with  my  other  children." 

Robin  Stolk  '84 


* 


Cecile  sees  their  mutual  interest  in  law 
as  adding  a  new  dynamic  to  their  rela- 
tionship that  her  husband,  Bill,  an 
accountant  for  the  town  of  Bloomfield, 
and  younger  son,  Ryan,  a  pre-med  stu- 
dent at  the  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis, 
simply  do  not  share.  "I  found  we  could 
relate  on  another  level  that  perhaps  my 
husband  and  my  other  son  could  not.  A 
lot  of  times  at  the  dinner  table  or  when 
Travaun  had  an  assignment,  we  would  get 
into  discussions  about  that  particular  area 
of  law.  At  this  stage  in  our  relationship,  it 
was  nice  to  have  something  new  in  com- 
mon," she  says. 

The  Stolks 

Law  school  may  be  a  challenging  road 
to  travel,  but  facing  that  challenge  as  a 
single  parent  raising  three  young  children 
makes  it  a  gauntlet.  Undaunted  by  the 
enormity  of  her  quest,  Robin  L.  Stolk  '84 
is  a  Law  School  alumna  who  paved  the 
way  for  other  women  like  herself  includ- 
ing her  own  daughter,  Stephanie  E. 
Raymond  '99. 

A  1981  graduate  of  Smith  College, 
Robin  is  an  Ada  Comstock  Scholar  who 
studied  for  her  bachelor  of  arts  degree  in 
American  Studies  while  her  children  were 
youn^  Not  satisfied  to  stop  there,  Robin 
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took  a  few  months  off  then  headed 
straight  to  the  Law  Program  at  Western 
New  England  College.  When  asked  if  her 
dedication  to  her  studies  inspired  her 
children,  Robin  laughed  and  remarked, 
"Actually,  I  thought  I  was  really  turning 
my  children  off  to  higher  education 
because  I  studied  so  much." 

Inspired  by  her  experience  at  a  disabil- 
ity law  clinic,  Robin  decided  to  pursue  a 
career  after  graduation  where  she  could 
help  society's  underserved  populations. 

"It  was  run  by  the  Center  for  Public 
Representation  and  I  worked  with  Attor- 
ney Bob  Fleischner.  Afterwards,  I  just 
knew  I  wanted  to  work  with  disadvan- 
taged people.  I  worked  in  Northampton 
at  the  State  Hospital  during  Law  School 
and  for  a  year  afterward  as  a  legal  advo- 
cate. Then  I  did  two  years  with  the  Social 
Security  Administration  Office  of  Hear- 
ings and  Appeals.  In  1987, 1  started  work- 
ing for  DSS  and  really  got  interested  in 
working  in  this  particular  area  of  the  law." 


Since  1995,  Robin  has  been  lead  coun- 
sel for  the  Committee  for  Public  Counsel 
Services,  Children  and  Family  Law  Pro- 
gram in  Springfield,  MA.  The  office  rep- 
resents indigent  adult  and  child  clients  in 
state  intervention  custody  and  termina- 
tion of  parental  rights  cases  in  Hampden 
County. 

When  Robin  was  facing  her  toughest 
years  of  Law  School,  Stephanie  had  been 
away  at  college  in  Pennsylvania  and  later 
at  the  University  of  Massachusetts.  Unlike 
her  younger  brother  and  sister,  she  didn't 
get  to  witness  her  mother's  study  regimen 
and  bar  review. 

By  the  time  she  started  law  school, 
Stephanie  was  also  a  young  mother. 
Robin  recalls  trying  to  prepare  her  for  the 
challenges  of  what  she  was  about  to 
embark  on,  but  Stephanie  was  deter- 
mined to  get  her  law  degree.  A  month 
into  her  studies,  Robin  got  a  call  from  her. 
"Why  didn't  you  tell  me  it  would  be  so 
hard?"  Stephanie  remembers  asking. 
Robin's  reply  had  been,  "Steph,  I've  been 
trying  to  talk  you  out  of  it  for  years!" 

Stephanie,  who  has  recently  passed  the 
bar,  is  presently  working  for  Attorney 
Geri  Laventis  '83  also  a  Western  New 
England  College  alumna.  Robin  has 
noticed  that  "Since  Stephanie  has  gradu- 
ated, we  talk  about  cases  and  constitu- 
tional issues  in  the  news  or  generalities 
about  the  law.  That's  really  nice  and 
something  I  can't  do  with  my  other  chil- 
dren." 

The  Ryans 

With  eight  children  in  the  family  of 
Hon.  Luke  F.  Ryan,  former  Presiding  Jus- 
tice of  Hampden  District  Court,  the  odds 
were  pretty  good  that  one  of  them  would 
make  a  career  in  law.  As  it  ended  up,  three 
of  the  Ryan  siblings,  attorney  Maureen 
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"My  dad  very  much  made  up  his  mind  I  was  going  to  be 
a  lawyer  when  I  was  four  years  old.  He  wanted  all  eight 
of  his  children  to  be  lawyers." 

Hon.  Michael  Ryan  '76 


Ryan-Wise  '75;  Hon.  Michael  W.  Ryan 
'76,  First  Justice  of  Hampden  District 
Court;  and  attorney  Mary  Rose  Ryan 
'81  all  earned  their  degrees  from  the 
Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Law. 

"My  dad  very  much  made  up  his 
mind  I  was  going  to  be  a  lawyer  when  I 
was  four  years  old.  He  wanted  all  eight 
of  his  children  to  be  lawyers,"  recalled 
Judge  Ryan,  "I  always  joked  that  the 
ones  who  were  successful  in  life  were 
the  ones  who  avoided  becoming 
lawyers!" 

A  graduate  of  Trinity  College,  Mau- 
reen was  the  first  to  sign  on  to  the 
evening  program  at  the  School  while 
working  as  a  teacher  at  Northampton 
Vocational  High  School.  "I  was  there 
first  before  my  brother.  I  think  I  was 
his  inspiration,"  she  says. 

Maureen  came  to  the  School  in 
1972  in  an  era  of  transition.  "I  was 
there  at  a  time  when  everything  was 
changing.  There  was  the  night  school 
and  the  day  school;  they  were  going 
through  the  first  accreditation.  I  think 
that's  why  I  found  it  so  interesting, 
being  part  of  the  new  leaf  for  the  Law 
School,  and  that's  why  I  enjoyed  it  so 
much,"  she  recalled. 

"At  the  time,  there  was  no  student 
newspaper,"  she  added,  "So  Judge  Con- 
stance Sweeney  and  I  and  a  dozen  or 
so  other  students  founded  Lex  Brevis. 
There  was  no  student  Bar  Association, 
so  some  students  founded  the  Student 
Bar  Association." 

Judge  Ryan  had  wanted  to  be  a 
writer.  He  had  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  with  a 
degree  in  English  in  1971,  but  law 
school  beckoned  louder  than  a  Hterary 
career.  When  he  got  out  of  Law  School 


Hon.  Michael  W.  Ryan  and 
Maureen  Ryan-Wise 


a  year  after  Maureen, 
they  went  into  practice 
together  at  39  Main  St. 
in  Northampton,  MA, 
becoming  the  first 
male/female  partnership 
in  that  city.  Maureen 
commented,  "We've  been  best  friends, 
not  just  brother  and  sister,  since  we 
were  very  young.  So  it  was  easy  to 
bounce  things  off  each  other,  console 
each  other,  and  celebrate  with  each 
other." 

The  arrangement  worked  without 
incident  until  the  two  found  them- 
selves walking  into  a  courtroom 
together  representing  opposing  clients. 
"Michael  and  I  always  said  we  divided 
up  King  Street  in  Northampton  that 
day.  Probate  Court  and  the  Registry  of 
Deeds  are  on  one  side  and  District 
Court  and  Superior  Court  are  on  the 
other.  I  took  the  Probate  and  the  Reg- 
istry and  he  took  District  and  Superior 
and  we  never  had  one  fight  about  any- 
thing." 

Judge  Ryan  agrees,  "There  wasn't 
any  interoffice  rivalry  or  competition. 
We  gravitated  toward  what  we  liked 
best.  I'm  not  sure  if  there  were  advan- 
tages to  clients,  but  there  were  to  us. 
We  were  partners;  we  split  everything. 
If  she  did  well,  I  did  well  and  vice 
versa.  I  think  a  lot  of  partners  struggle 
with  ego.  We've  never  had  that.  She 
was  very  good  at  what  she  did  so  I 
could  recommend  her  with  great  con- 
fidence and  I  think  she  felt  pretty 
much  the  same  way." 

The  only  real  conflict  that  arose 
came  when  Maureen  became  the  first 
woman  city  solicitor  for  Northampton, 


a  part-time  position  then.  Because 
Judge  Ryan  was  primarily  a  criminal 
lawyer  at  the  time,  the  district  attorney 
saw  their  continued  partnership  as  a 
conflict  so  they  separated  their  prac- 
tices. 

On  the  bench  since  1990,  Judge 
Ryan's  success  posed  similar  challenges 
for  younger  sister  Mary  Rose  Ryan  as 
she  sought  to  carve  out  her  own  legal 
career. 

Like  Judge  Ryan,  Mary's  profession 
had  been  predetermined  by  her  father. 
"He  told  me  to  go  to  law  school  and  I 
was  raised  to  always  obey  my  father  so 
I  did,"  she  said  laughing. 

"He  also  said  he  could  never  win  an 
argument  with  me  so  I  should  become 
a  lawyer." 

A  former  teacher  and  graduate  of 
Elms  College,  Mary  graduated  from 
the  School  of  Law  a  week  after  Judge 
Ryan  was  elected  Northampton  district 
attorney.  Commented  Judge  Ryan,  "It 
wasn't  a  big  problem  for  Maureen 
because  she  didn't  practice  criminal 
law,  but  for  Mary  who  wanted  to  be 
her  own  person,  she  had  a  brother  who 
was  district  attorney  and  a  sister  who 
had  the  other  side  of  the  street  nailed 
down  pretty  well,  so  there  wasn't  a  lot 
of  space  for  her." 

Mary  worked  as  a  public  defender 
and  had  a  private  practice.  She  was 
assistant  city  solicitor  for  a  year  and  a 
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It  seems  that  everyone  is 
looking  for  a  charitable  gift 
from  you  or  your  clients.  Your 
eleemosynary  options  can  be 
overwhelming.  Planned  charita- 
ble giving  is  designed  to  maximize  your 
philanthropic  objectives  by  giving  you 
better  and  smarter  w^ays  to  give.  Of 
course,  you  wish  to  do  the  best  for  char- 
ity, but  you  must  also  meet  your  short- 
and  long-term  goals  and  financial  oblig- 
ations. Familiarity  with  the  concepts  and 
requirements  of  planned  giving  will 
allow  you  to  coordinate  your  charitable 
giving  goals  with  your  tax  and  estate 
planning  needs. 

Charities  usually  prefer  unrestricted 
cash  gifts  which  create  flexibility  and 
control  in  the  charity.  Unfortunately, 


such  gifts,  other  than  small  gifts  out  of 
current  income,  rarely  fulfill  your,  or 
your  client's,  personal  and  financial 
goals.  More  often  than  not,  you  would 
prefer  to  support  some  specific  objective, 
such  as  scholarships,  the  moot  court 
team,  or  the  law  library.  Furthermore, 
your  pecuniary  aims  may  be  best  served 
by  a  gift  of  appreciated  stock,  art,  build- 
ings, etc.  Charities  generally  accept  any 
reasonable  proposal  as  long  as  it  com- 
plies with  state  and  federal  rules  and 
provides  a  financial  benefit  to  the  insti- 
tution. 

Planned  Gifts 

Planned  gifts  can  be  divided  into  two 
groups:  outright  gifts  (other  than  cash) 
and  deferred  gifts.  Outright  gifts  include 


Planned 
Charitable 
 Gifts 

by  Professor  William  G.  Baker 


gifts  of  appreciated  property,  tangible 
personal  property,  and  closely  held  stock. 
Deferred  gifts  encompass  life  income 
plans,  (charitable  remainder  trusts  and 
pooled  income  funds)  and  gifts  of 
remainder  interests  (charitable  lead 
trusts). 

Appreciated  Property 

Planned  gifts  of  appreciated  property, 
including  real  property,  securities,  and 
mutual  funds,  can  furnish  significantly 
greater  cash  flow  and  tax  advantages 
than  a  cash  gift  of  commensurate  value. 
Gifts  of  cash  or  cash  equivalents  either 
directly  reduce  income  and  therefore 
cash  flow,  or  reduce  assets  that  can  be 
readily  converted  into  cash,  reducing 
potential  cash  flow.  Gifts  of  real  property 
that  is  not  producing  income  may 
increase  actual  cash  flow  by  reducing 
expenses  associated  with  the  real  prop- 
erty. 

Most  charities  will  not  accept  a  direct 
contribution  of  real  property.  Legal  con- 
cerns with  respect  to  environmental  and 
tort  liability  cause  charities  to  insist  that 
real  property  be  owned  by  a  corporation. 
Many  charities  also  require  the  gift  to  be 
made  through  a  supporting  foundation 
that  pays  all  its  income  to  the  principal 
charity.  None  of  these  "technical  require- 
ments" should  dissuade  you  or  your 
client  from  making  gifts  of  real  property 
to  the  charity  of  your  choice.  Gifts  of 
appreciated  property,  on  the  other  hand, 
usually  result  in  no  or  minimal  loss  of 
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cash  flow.  Further,  because  the  capital 
gains  portion  of  the  gift  is  not  taxeci, 
the  out  of  pocket  cost  is  significantly 
lower  than  a  gift  of  cash. 

Tangible  Personal  Property 

Planned  gifts  of  tangible  personal 
property,  such  as  antiques,  art,  books, 
and  collections,  are  deductible  for  its 
fair  market  value,  creating  a  tax  deduc- 
tion without  impacting  cash  flow.  For 
instance,  suppose  that  you  own  a 
painting  worth  $100,000  that  you 
received  from  your  grandmother 
twenty  years  ago.  If  you  were  to  donate 
the  painting  to  a  charity,  you  would 
receive  a  charitable  deduction  of 
$100,000,  saving  you  $39,600  in  taxes 
without  any  loss  of  cash  flow  (Like  the 
chart  below,  this  is  based  on  39.6%  and 
does  not  consider  state  and  local  taxes, 
alternative  minimum  tax,  or  limita- 
tions to  itemized  deductions).  Further, 
you  would  avoid  $20,000  of  capital 
gains  tax  (based  on  20%.  The  basis  is 
assumed  to  be  zero  because  you  do  not 
know  your  grandmother's  basis  in  the 
painting).  The  cost  of  this  $100,000 
donation  would  be  only  $40,400.  You 
would  save  $59,600  when  compared  to 
a  gift  of  cash  and  the  college  would 
realize  a  gift  of  $100,000. 

To  be  deductible  for  its  full  fair 
market  value,  a  gift  of  tangible  per- 
sonal property  must  be  accompanied 
by  an  appraisal  and  must  satisfy  the 
"related  use"  requirement.  In  the  con- 
text of  a  college,  "related  use"  means 
that  the  gift  can  be  used  in  a  way  that 
is  related  to  or  furthers  its  pedagogical 
mission.  For  instance,  the  gift  of  a 


painting  meets  the  criterion  if  it  is  dis- 
played for  view,  or  studied  by  the  art 
history  department.  If  the  "related  use" 
requirement  is  not  met,  your  deduc- 
tion would  be  limited  to  your  cost 
basis  in  the  gift. 

Closely  Held  Stock 

Planned  gifts  of  closely  held  stock 
to  a  charity  offer  unique  opportunities 
to  the  business  owner.  Just  like  any  gift 
of  appreciated  property,  you,  or  your 
client,  receive  a  charitable  deduction 
for  the  full  value  of  the  stock  (an 
appraisal  of  the  stock  is  required)  and 
avoid  paying  capital  gains  on  the 
appreciated  value  of  the  stock.  Because 
closely  held  corporations  rarely  pay 
dividends,  this  gift  produces  a  tax 
deduction  without  any  loss  of  income, 
creating  a  positive  cash  flow  for  you. 
Further,  your  reduced  share  holdings 
in  your  closely  held  corporation  will 
result  in  significant  estate  tax  savings. 
Ultimately,  the  corporation  may 
redeem  the  stock  that  was  donated  to 
the  charity.  The  timing  of  this  redemp- 
tion may  further  depress  the  value  of 
the  retained  stock  for  estate  tax  pur- 
poses. For  instance,  if  the  corporation 
enters  into  an  agreement  to  redeem 
shortly  before  the  death  of  the  donor, 
the  corporate  books  will  show  a  debt 
that  should  depress  the  value  of  the 
retained  stock. 

Charitable  Remainder  Trusts 

Planned  gifts  to  a  charitable 
remainder  trust  offer  a  way  to  reduce 
both  income  and  estate  taxes  as  well  as 
to  benefit  the  charitable  organization. 


In  a  single  transaction,  you  may  obtain 
a  current  income  tax  deduction,  sell 
appreciated  assets  with  low  cost  basis 
without  capital  gains  tax,  invest  pro- 
ceeds in  income  investments  for  retire- 
ment, decrease  your  taxable  estate,  and 
benefit  a  charity  of  choice. 

The  charitable  remainder  trust  is 
drawn  up  by  your  attorney.  The  assets 
funding  the  trust  are  transferred  from 
you  to  the  trustee  of  the  charitable 
remainder  trust.  You  name  a  non-char- 
itable beneficiary  for  the  income  distri- 
butions from  the  trust  and  a  charity  as 
beneficiary  for  the  remainder.  Often 
you  name  yourself  as  the  non-charita- 
ble beneficiary  because  if  you  name 
anyone  other  than  yourself  the  value  of 
the  income  interest  will  be  subject  to 
gift  taxes.  As  beneficiary,  you  would 
receive  income  from  the  assets  for  life, 
or  a  stated  period  of  time.  Once  in  the 
trust,  the  assets  funding  the  trust  may 
be  sold  without  income  tax  conse- 
quences because  charitable  remainder 
trusts  are  exempt  from  taxation. 

Charitable  remainder  trusts  come 
in  different  types.  The  two  most  com- 
mon are  the  charitable  remainder 
annuity  trust  and  the  charitable 
remainder  uni-trust.  Although  you 
gain  the  same  benefits  mentioned  ear- 
lier from  both,  benefits  with  respect  to 
reducing  current  income  tax  by  taking 
a  charitable  deduction,  exemption 
from  paying  capital  gains  tax,  convert- 
ing assets  to  increase  income  yields, 
and  reducing  the  taxable  estate,  there 
are  features  unique  to  each  type  of  the 
remainder  trust.  The  choice  between 


Cash 

Appreciated  Property  (basis  $80,000) 

Donation 

Charitable  Deduction 
Tax  Savings 

III 

$200,000 
$200,000 
$79,200 

j 

Ciiaritable  Deduction  (39.6  %.  Tliis  example  does  not  consider  state  and  local  taxes,  alternative 
minimum  tax,  or  limitations  to  itemized  deductions) 

Capital  Gains  Tax  Saved  (20%) 
Cost  of  Donation 

0 

$120,800 

$24,000 
$96,800 
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the  two  involves  a  number  of  considera- 
tions. 

A  charitable  remainder  annuity  trust 
requires  a  fixed  annual  income  payout  set 
at  no  less  than  5%  percent  of  the  initial 
fair  market  value  of  the  trust  assets.  If  the 
trust  does  not  generate  that  amount  of 
income  in  any  year,  the  principal  must  be 
used  to  make  up  the  difference. 

A  charitable  remainder  uni-trust 
allows  income  distributions  to  vary  and 
to  be  based  on  the  annually  revised  mar- 
ket value  of  the  trust  assets.  The  actual 
distribution  can  be  limited  to  the  lesser  of 
a  required  annual  amount  or  the  net 
income  generated.  This  form  of  uni-trust 
is  frequently  used  as  a  retirement  plan- 
ning vehicle.  It  is  more  flexible  than  the 
annuity  trust,  but  is  also  more  complex  to 
administer  since  there  is  a  need  for  an 
annual  revaluation. 

m 


For  instance,  suppose  that  you  (age  40) 
and  your  spouse  (age  38)  have  highly 
appreciated  assets.  You  have  a  high 
income.  You  would  like  to  increase  your 
pension  funding  to  facilitate  an  early 
retirement,  but  your  pension  is  already 
overfunded.  You  establish  a  charitable 
remainder  net  income  uni-trust.  The  trust 
is  funded  with  the  highly  appreciated 
securities,  valued  at  $500,000  and  pro- 
vides 7%  of  net  asset  value  of  trust  to  be 
paid  to  you.  The  trustee  invests  in  low 
yield-high  growth  assets — assume  2% 
yield  with  long-term  growth  of  12%.  The 
trustee  pays  out  the  2%  income  (net 
income  feature),  creating  5%  annual 
make-up  account.  When  you  reach  the  of 
age  55  (15  years),  the  trustee  sells  the 
growth  assets  and  invests  in  high  income 
assets— hopefully  10-12%. 

The  trust  corpus  is  now  $2,500,000 
(t  \  free  12%  compound  growth).  The 


trustee  pays  you  7%  plus  5%  (12%)  or 
$300,000  for  the  next  15  years,  and  7%  or 
$175,000  thereafter. 

The  $500,000  used  to  fund  the  trust  is 
replaced  by  a  $1,000,000  life  insurance 
policy,  funded  by  the  tax  deduction  of 
$50,000  for  creating  the  trust. 

A  possible  disadvantage  to  charitable 
remainder  trusts  is  that,  on  your  death, 
the  assets  do  not  pass  to  your  children  or 
other  heirs.  The  assets  placed  in  the  trust 
are  excluded  from  your  estate  and  ulti- 
mately given  to  the  designated  charity.  If 
providing  for  your  heirs  is  a  concern,  one 
way  to  supplement  the  value  given  away  is 
to  establish  a  life  insurance  replacement 
trust  at  the  same  time  the  charitable 
remainder  trust  is  set  up.  The  combina- 
tion may  be  the  right  solution  for  you. 

Conceptually,  the  life  insurance  wealth 
replacement  trust  is  simple.  Suppose  you 
create  a  charitable  remain- 
der uni-trust,  funding  it 
with  $1,000,000  worth  of 
securities  and  retaining  a 
life  income  interest  at  6% 
per  annum.  Assume  that 
this  creates  an  income  tax 
deduction  worth  $150,000 
to  you.  This  tax  savings  is 
invested  in  an  irrevocable 
life  insurance  trust,  which  purchases  a 
single  premium  life  insurance  policy  on 
your  life.  At  your  death,  the  trust  pays  the 
proceeds  of  the  policy  to  your  descen- 
dants. Often  a  life  insurance  policy  with  a 
face  value  of  significantly  more  than  the 
amount  originally  donated  to  charity  can 
be  purchased. 

Pooled  Income  Funds 

Planned  gifts  to  a  pooled  income  trust 
offer  a  way  to  reduce  both  income  and 
estate  taxes  as  well  as  to  benefit  the  chari- 
table organization.  The  pooled  income 
fund  is  established  by  the  charitable  orga- 
nization and  is  similar  to  an  interest  only 
charitable  remainder  uni-trust.  You 
donate  property,  typically  appreciated 
property,  to  the  pooled  income  fund.  The 
non-charitable  beneficiaries  receive  the 
income  from  the  fund  and  the  charity 
receives  the  remainder. 


Charitable  Lead  Trusts 

Planned  gifts  to  a  charitable  lead 
(income)  trust  offer  a  way  to  reduce  tax 
income  (a  current  income  deduction  is 
allowed  for  grantor  type  charitable  lead 
trusts)  and  estate  taxes  as  well  as  to  bene- 
fit the  charitable  organization.  Under  a 
charitable  lead  trust,  the  income  (or  lead) 
interest  is  paid  to  one  or  more  charitable 
beneficiaries  and  the  remainder  interest 
either  reverts  to  you  or  is  paid  to  one  or 
more  non-charitable  beneficiaries,  typi- 
cally your  spouse  or  your  children  and 
their  descendants,  at  the  termination  of 
the  trust.  A  charitable  lead  trust  is  the 
opposite  of  the  charitable  remainder  trust 
in  that  the  charitable  beneficiaries  receive 
income  immediately  upon  funding  of  the 
trust  and  the  non-charitable  beneficiaries 
take  possession  of  the  remainder. 

Charitable  lead  trusts,  like  charitable 
remainder  trusts,  can  be  created  as  annu- 
ity trusts  or  uni-trusts.  Although  you  gain 
the  same  benefits  from  both,  including  a 
reduction  in  current  income  tax  as  a 
result  of  a  charitable  deduction  (a  current 
income  deduction  is  allowed  for  grantor 
type  charitable  lead  trusts),  an  exemption 
from  paying  capital  gains  tax,  a  conver- 
sion of  assets  to  increase  yields,  and  a 
reduction  of  your  taxable  estate,  there  are 
features  unique  to  each  type  of  the 
remainder  trust.  The  choice  between  the 
two  involves  a  number  of  considerations. 

Under  a  charitable  lead  annuity  trust, 
the  trust  pays  a  fixed  amount  to  charity  in 
each  year  of  the  charitable  term,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  term  the  remainder  is  dis- 
tributed to  the  non-charitable  beneficia- 
ries. The  amount  paid  to  charity  during 
the  charitable  term  is  often  expressed  as  a 
percentage  of  the  initial  net  fair  market 
value  of  the  assets  of  the  trust.  The  chari- 
table lead  annuity  trust  is  a  good  choice 
where  the  property  placed  in  trust  is 
expected  to  appreciate  since  the  annuity 
remains  fixed  regardless  of  any  growth, 
thereby  allowing  the  non-charitable  bene- 
ficiaries to  enjoy  the  full  value  of  the 
appreciation.  If  the  trust's  income  is 
insufficient  to  fund  the  required  annuity 
payment,  the  trustee  must  invade  the  cor- 
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pus  to  satisfy  the  trust's  annual  charita- 
ble obligation. 

Under  a  charitable  lead  uni-trust, 
the  charity  receives  a  fixed  percentage 
of  the  net  fair  market  value  of  the 
assets  of  the  trust  (to  be  determined 
annually),  and,  at  the  end  of  the  trust 
term,  the  remainder  of  the  trust  prin- 
cipal is  distributed  to  non-charitable 
beneficiaries.  Because  the  annual  uni- 
trust  interest  payment  fluctuates 
according  to  the  net  fair  market  value 
of  the  trust  assets,  the  charitable  lead 
uni-trust  would  not  be  the  best  choice 
in  cases  where  the  trust  property  is 
expected  to  grow  substantially  in  value 
as  the  no n- charitable  beneficiaries  will 
not  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  this 
growth.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the 
grantor  expects  the  property  to  decline 
in  value,  or  if  the  grantor  wishes  to 
benefit  the  charitable  income  benefi- 
ciaries over  the  non-charitable  benefi- 
ciaries, the  charitable  lead  uni-trust 
might  be  preferred  over  the  charitable 
lead  annuity  trust.  As  with  the  annuity 
amount  under  a  charitable  lead  annu- 
ity trust,  the  trustee  of  a  charitable  lead 
uni-trust  has  an  obligation  to  pay  out 
the  specified  uni-trust  amount  even  if 
the  trust's  income  in  a  given  year  falls 
below  the  amount  of  the  required  pay- 
ment, which  could  translate  into  an 
invasion  of  the  corpus. 

Both  types  of  charitable  lead  trusts 
can  be  classified  as  either  grantor  or 
non-grantor,  which  in  turn  determines 
the  manner  in  which  the  trust  will  be 
taxed.  A  charitable  lead  trust  will  be 
classified  as  a  grantor  trust  if  the 
grantor  or  his  spouse  retains  a  rever- 
sionary interest  in  the  trust,  or  if  the 
grantor  retains  control  over  the 
administration  of  the  trust  (tainted 
administrative  powers  include  the 
power  to  direct  beneficial  enjoyment 
of  the  corpus  or  income.  See  §§671- 
679  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code  of 
1986  which  sets  forth  all  grantor  trust 
rules).  All  other  charitable  lead  trusts 
are  classified  as  non-grantor  trusts. 

Under  a  grantor  trust,  at  the  time 
you  fund  the  trust  you  are  entitled  to  a 
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charitable  income  tax  deduction  equal 
to  the  present  value  of  the  charitable 
interest.  Since  you,  as  grantor,  are 
treated  as  the  "owner"  of  the  lead 
interest,  you  will  be  taxed  annually  on 
any  income  the  trust  generates  during 
the  trust  term  without  any  deductions 
for  the  annual  payment  by  the  trust  to 
the  charitable  organization.  This,  in 
essence,  causes  the  charitable  deduc- 
tion to  be  "recaptured"  over  time.  To 
maximize  income  tax  benefits,  you 
should  establish  the  grantor  charitable 
lead  trust  in  a  year  in  which  your 
income  is  relatively  high.  This  will 
enable  you  to  take  advantage  of  the 
up-front  charitable  deduction  at  a  time 
when  it  will  be  most  advantageous. 

Under  a  non-grantor  trust,  you  do 
not  receive  an  income  tax  deduction 
on  the  initial  gift.  However,  any 
income  generated  by  the  non-grantor 
trust  is  not  included  in  your  income. 
This  allows  you  to  transfer  income- 
generating  property  into  the  trust  and 
have  the  trust  pay  this  income  to  the 
charity  without  that  income  being  tax- 
able to  grantor.  The  trust  must  pay 
income  tax  on  the  income  of  the  trust 
each  year.  Every  year  the  trust  receives 
a  corresponding  charitable  income  tax 
deduction  on  payments  to  charity. 
Since  trusts  are  not  subject  to  percent- 
age limitations  on  the  amount  of 
income  which  may  be  deducted  for 
payments  made  to  charity,  and  if  all 
the  taxable  income  of  the  trust  is 
payable  to  a  charitable  beneficiary,  the 
trust  will  be  allowed  a  charitable 
income  tax  deduction  for  the  full 


amount  paid.  This  allows  you  to  cir- 
cumvent the  limitations  placed  on 
individual  charitable  deductions  under 
Section  170.  Therefore,  a  non-grantor 
charitable  lead  trust  would  be  an  excel- 
lent choice  where  you  wish  to  give 
large  sums  of  money  to  charity  each 
year.  One  technique  would  be  for  you 
to  place  in  trust  the  property  that  gen- 
erates the  income  used  to  make  pay- 
ments to  charity,  giving  the  trust  the 
benefit  of  the  deduction. 

If  the  charitable  lead  trust  is  a  non- 
grantor  trust,  a  gift  tax  obligation  will 
be  created  at  the  time  the  trust  is  cre- 
ated on  the  present  value  of  the 
remainder  interest  that  passes  to  non- 
charitable  beneficiaries  other  than  the 
grantor.  On  the  other  hand,  any  subse- 
quent appreciation  in  the  property  will 
escape  tax,  and  a  larger  gift  may  pass 
to  the  non-charitable  beneficiaries 
than  was  originally  taxed.  Further- 
more, the  value  of  the  trust  assets  at 
your  death  are  not  included  in  the 
your  estate  for  estate  tax  purposes. 
Thus,  the  appreciation  in  the  assets  is 
also  excluded  from  the  your  estate. 
Similarly,  where  a  charitable  lead  trust 
is  created  at  your  death,  the  estate  is 
entitled  to  an  estate  tax  charitable 
deduction  equal  to  the  present  value  of 
the  guaranteed  annuity  or  uni-trust 
amount  payable  to  charity.  Charitable 
lead  trusts  created  at  death  are  non- 
grantor  trusts. 

The  charitable  lead  trust  is  ideal  if 
you  wish  to  make  gifts  to  charity  and 
also  provide  for  private  beneficiaries 
down  the  road.  In  order  for  the  chari- 
table lead  trust  to  be  an  option,  you 
must  be  willing  (and  able)  to  part  with 
a  substantial  amount  of  money  or 
assets  for  an  extended  period  of  time. 
Ideally,  the  property  placed  into  trust 
should  consist  of  property  that  is 
expected  to  grow  over  the  trust's  term 
so  that  the  appreciation  in  the  prop- 
erty will  not  be  taxed  as  a  gift  to  you 
and  will  be  fully  enjoyed  by  the  non- 
charitable  beneficiaries.  ♦ 


WINTER      1999    ♦  13 


SUBSCRIBE   TO    LAW  REVIEW 


Western  New  England 
Law  Review 


STATEMENT  OF  PRICES 


VOLUME  21  (1999) 
Single  Copy  $10.' 
Subscription  $15.' 


VOLUMES  1-20 

These  may  be  obtained  from 

William  S.  Hein  &  Co.,  Inc. 
1285  Main  Street 
Buffalo,  New  York  14209 


Please  enclose  payment 
with  your  order 

SEND  REQUESTS  TO 

WESTERN  NEW  ENGLAND 
LAW  REVIEW 

Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law 
1215Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01119 


The  Western  New  England  Law  Review  invites  the  submission  of  unsolicited  manuscripts. 
When  submitting  a  manuscript,  please  enclose  pertinent  biographical  data,  business  and  home 
addresses,  and  business  and  home  phone  numbers.  Manuscripts  that  are  not  accompanied  by 
self-addressed  stamped  envelope  will  not  be  returned. 


FROM    YOUR    LAW   ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 


Friday,  Feb.  25,  through  Sunday,  Feb.  27, 2000 

Alumni  are  invited  both  to  participate  and  to  attend  the  annual  basket- 
ball tournament.  The  entrance  fee  for  the  men's  tournament  is  $300  per 
team;  the  women's  tournament,  $150.  However,  should  you  wish  to  field 
both  teams,  the  cost  is  $400.  This  fee  includes  a  Friday  night  post-game 
party,  dinner  Sunday  night,  and  tee-shirts. 

Dust  off  your  sneakers,  call  your  fellow  grads,  and  assemble  a  team.  For 
more  information  and  to  reserve  your  space,  contact  Todd  McGee  c/o  of 
the  Law  Alumni  Office,  at  413-782- 1311,   


Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law: 
Where  Legal  Circles  and  Family  Circles 
Join  Together 

continued  from  page  9 

special  assistant  attorney  general  under  Scott 
Harshbarger  and  Jim  Shannon.  Eventually,  she 
said  she  felt,  "I  had  done  every  job  that  I  could 
in  the  area.  With  my  father  having  been  in 
Springfield  and  my  brother  and  sister  in 
Northampton,  there  were  just  too  many  Ryans 
in  court  in  Western  Mass.!" 

Mary  moved  east  and  joined  the  Essex 
County  district  attorney's  office.  She  says, 
"What  really  made  me  want  to  practice  in  Essex 
County  was  my  great  admiration  for  Kevin 
Burke,  the  district  attorney  of  Essex  county,  a 
fantastic  guy."  She  says  she  would  like  to  return 
to  the  DA's  office  after  she  winds  down  the 
business  affairs  of  her  late  husband. 

One  thing  Mary  does  enjoy  about  being  in 
Western  Mass.  is  attending  functions  like  a 
recent  Northampton  Bar  Association  luncheon 
where  her  brother  was  the  guest  speaker.  She 
said,  "Sharing  a  common  law  background  with 
members  of  my  family  is  a  psychological  thing 
for  me.  I've  always  been  very  honored  and 
proud  at  a  function  to  be  sitting  with  my  dad 
or  my  sister  or  my  brother.  It's  always  been  very 
poignant  and  meaningful  to  me.  I  have  a  lot  of 
gratitude  for  their  guidance.  Because  truthfully, 
it  was  not  my  will  to  be  a  lawyer!" 

Are  there  any  more  Ryans  waiting  in  the 
wings  to  enter  the  legal  profession?  Judge  Ryan 
thinks  his  daughter,  Molly,  may  have  a  future  in 
law  or  politics.  "For  myself,"  he  says,  "I  talked 
about  being  a  writer,  dallied  in  it,  but  I  used  to 
come  down  to  the  courthouse  and  watch  my 
father  when  I  was  fifteen  or  sixteen.  I  spent  an 
awful  lot  of  time  in  court  when  I  was  practicing 
law.  I  wanted  to  be  in  court  every  day.  When 
I'm  on  vacation,  even  in  Europe,  I  always  take  a 
day  and  go  to  the  local  court.  When  I  retire,  I'll 
probably  sit  in  court  and  watch  it  somewhere.  I 
love  court.  I  love  being  in  it.  So  it  was  never  a 
question  to  me  that  I  would  use  the  law  degree 
for  anything  else."  ♦ 
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The  Blakesleys 


Give  Back  to  Law  School  Family  Through  Charitable  Remainder  Annuity  Trust 


Rodney  Blakesley 
has  had  many 
opportunities  to 
love  during  his  70 
years.  In  addition 
to  his  love  for  his  devoted  wife 
of  37  years,  their  daughter,  and 
one  grandson,  Rodney  proudly 
states  that  he  "loves  his  College." 

Rodney's  love  began  when  he 
met  his  wife,  Gail,  in  statistics 
class  at  Western  New  England 
College  in  1961.  Their  partner- 
ship evolved  as  he  helped  her 
succeed  in  statistics  while  she 
supported  his  efforts  to  master 
material  taught  in  their  English 
class.  Rodney  earned  an  accounting 
degree  while  Gail  earned  a  degree  in 
business  and  industrial  management. 

Marrying  after  graduation  in  1962, 
Gail  continued  to  support  Rodney's 
academic  interests  as  he  pursued  his 
law  degree  at  the  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  School  of  Law.  They 
both  recognized  the  lifestyle  and 
financial  commitment  they  would 
face  as  Rodney  entered  law  school. 
Rodney  recalls  his  long  days  at  work 
followed  by  nights  in  the  classroom 
and  the  costs  to  pursue  his  dreams. 
Gail  supported  Rodney  as  chief  proof- 
reader, typist,  and  sounding  board 
whUe  she  continued  to  advance  in  her 
own  career.  Gail  shared  in  the  joy 
when  Rodney  earned  his  juris  doctor- 
ate in  1969. 

Gail's  management  degree  from 
Western  New  England  College 
afforded  her  opportunities  for 
advancement  at  MassMutual — oppor- 
tunities often  limited  to  men  in  the 


early  '60s.  Upon  graduation,  GaU  was 
promoted  from  her  job  in  the  filing 
department  to  a  much  higher  level 
position  in  the  pension  trust  depart- 
ment. Her  responsibilities  and  salary 
grew  as  a  result  of  her  knowledge  and 
skills  gained  at  the  CoUege. 

When  asked  what  they  remember 
most  about  Western  New  England 
CoUege,  they  both  say  "the  friends  we 
made  and  the  caring  faculty."  Gail's 
involvement  with  her  sorority  during 
her  years  at  the  College  brings  back 
her  fondest  memories  ranging  from 
catering  class  parties  to  raising  funds 
for  the  construction  of  the  Adminis- 
tration BuUding  (now  Deliso  HaU). 

Without  hesitation,  Rodney  recalls 
his  favorite  teacher  who  was  his 
accounting  instructor — Ray  Meyers, 
'51/  G'64.  (Ray  remains  an  active 
member  of  the  Alumni  Association.) 

Rodney  and  Gail  attribute  the 
great  satisfaction  in  their  lives  and 
professional  accomplishments  to  the 
outstanding  education  they  obtained 


at  Western  New  England  College. 
"We  feel  we  owe  our  professional 
success  to  the  College,"  they  said. 
Rodney  claims  the  College  "took 
working  class  people  and  made 
them  what  they  are  today." 

Rodney's  legal  career  was 
launched  in  1966  when  he  began 
working  as  an  Assistant  Clerk  of 
the  District  Court  in  Springfield. 
In  1973,  Rodney  was  sworn  into 
the  Massachusetts  Bar.  He 
became  the  Assistant  Clerk  of 
Juvenile  Court  in  May  1970  and 
held  the  position  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1991.  Rodney  used  his 
accounting  education  to  earn  extra 
income  by  doing  tax  work. 

Today,  the  Blakesleys  are  excited 
about  their  decision  to  invest  their 
money  in  a  charitable  remainder 
annuity  trust  as  it  assures  Rodney  and 
Gail  with  income  for  their  lifetime 
while  achieving  charitable  tax  deduc- 
tions now.  With  the  advice  of  their 
accountant,  as  well  as  fellow  alumnus 
Hyman  Darling  L'76,  the  Blakesleys 
were  able  to  plan  their  estate  in  a  way 
that  provides  for  the  couple,  their 
family,  and  their  favorite  charities. 

The  Blakesley  scholarship  ftind  wUl 
generate  funds  to  support  part-time 
law  students  in  their  third  or  fourth 
year  who  demonstrate  academic 
excellence  and  who  have  financial 
need.  "We  know  what  it's  like  to 
work,  support  a  family,  and  pay  for 
school,  and  we  want  to  help  people 
achieve  their  educational  goals.  And,  I 
love  my  College,"  concluded  Mr. 
Blakesley.  ♦ 
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Finding  Each  Other 

Through  the  Law  Alumni  Locator  Service 

by  Donald  J.  Dunn,  Dean  and  Class  of  '83 


Looking  for  a  particular  classmate?  Need  to  refer  a  client  to  an  alumni  attorney  in  another  state?  Seeking 
someone  to  assist  you  with  an  estate  planning  issue?  Perhaps  you  are  just  curious  to  learn  about  what  your 
classmates  are  doing  and  where  they  work.  The  "Law  Alumni  Locator  Service"  of  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  can  likely  answer  your  questions.  It  is  quick,  easy,  and  fun  to  use.  All  you  need  is 
access  to  the  Internet.  This  brief  tutorial  explains  the  essentials  of  using  our  Locator  Service  which  was 
developed  by  Professor  Howard  I.  Kalodner  and  is  maintained  by  the  personnel  in  the  Office  of  Law  Alumni  Relations. 
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Screen  1 

Your  first  step  is  to  go  to  the 
Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  Home  Page  at 
www.law.wnec.edu 

Once  you  have  our  Home  Page  on 
the  screen  (Screen  1),  you'll  notice 
the  series  of  links  on  the  left  or  click 
on  "Alumni"  section  within  the  text. 
Either  of  these  brings  you  directly  to 
the  alumni  page.  From  here  you  can 
read  about  alumni,  find  out  about 
upcoming  alumni  events,  view  a  map 
showing  where  our  alumni  work, 
and  search  for  the  work  addresses  of 
fellow  graduates.  This  is  done  by 
clicking  on  the  "Law  Alumni  Locator 


Service"  link  in  the  box  (Screen  2). 
You  might  want  to  read  the  direc- 
tions first,  although  this  article  some- 
times provides  more  details. 

When  you  click  on  the  "Law 
Alumni  Locator  Service,"  a  form 
pops  up  to  use  for  your  search.  Sup- 
pose you  were  looking  for  me.  Just 
enter  my  name,  then  scroll  down  and 
press  the  link  marked  "Start  Search" 
(Screen  3).  NOTE:  You  must  press 
this  button  each  time  you  initiate  a 
new  search.  What  if  you  have  forgot- 
ten either  my  first  or  last  name? 
Enter  what  you  know.  You  will  locate 
all  the  Donalds  or  all  the  Dunns  in 


Screen  2 

the  database,  and  your  search  will  be 
expanded  significantly. 

Limited  work  information  is  then 
displayed  as  shown  on  Screen  4. 

Click  on  my  last  name  (high- 
lighted) for  more  detailed  work 
information.  This  retrieves  a  detailed 
record  including  name,  class  year, 
business  address,  and  a  variety  of 
other  facts  (if  available).  See  Screen  5. 

You  now  have  sufficient  informa- 
tion to  write,  call,  fax,  or  e-mail  me. 
Click  on  the  e-mail  address  (also 
available  on  Screen  4)  and  the 
address  is  entered  automatically. 
Please  feel  free  to  send  me  one  of 
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these  high-tech  messages  and  I'll 
answer  you.  I  know  how  to  use  the 
e-mail  "reply"  feature! 

Notice  as  you  browse  on  Screen 
3  some  of  the  other  fields  in  which 
you  can  enter  data.  Perhaps  you  are 
curious  about  the  class  of  1983,  my 
class.  Entering  just  the  class  year 
retrieves  the  entire  class  list,  ten 
records  at  a  time.  Maybe  you  want 
to  find  all  the  alumni  working  in 
Springfield,  MA.  Enter  the  business 
city  and  business  state  using  the 
two  letter  postal  abbreviation. 
Omitting  the  state  retrieves  all 
alumni  working  in  any  city  named 


Springfield  (there  are  at  least  26 
Springfields).  Omitting  Springfield 
and  leaving  the  state  retrieves  all 
alumni  working  in  Massachusetts. 
Entering  the  name  of  a  particular 
firm  or  business  allows  you  to 
identify  alumni  employed  at  these 
locations.  Perhaps  you  want  to 
locate  everyone  in  a  particular  zip 
code  such  as  01001.  Search  this  and 
you  will  find  all  alumni  working  in 
Agawam. 

Notice  also  the  "Area(s)  of  Prac- 
tice." Click  in  any  subject  box  and 
then  the  "Start  Search"  button  to 
retrieve  all  alumni  who  have  listed 


a  particular  subject  as  an  area  of 
practice.  For  example,  if  you  live  in 
Massachusetts  and  you  need  to 
consult  with  or  refer  a  client  to  an 
tax  attorney  in  Vermont,  check  the 
"Tax"  box,  enter  "VT"  in  the  state 
field,  press  the  "Start  Search"  but- 
ton, and  you  will  determine  if  there 
are  any  alumni  tax  specialists  in 
Vermont. 

Just  as  the  title  suggests,  the 
"Law  Alumni  Locator  Service"  is  a 
wonderful  tool  to  use  in  network- 
ing and  for  keeping  in  touch  with 
other  graduates  from  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law.  ♦ 
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Additional  Searcli  lips  and  Information 


•  The  database  is  not  case  sensi- 
tive. You  can  use  either  upper  or 
lower  case. 

•  You  can  search  up  to  two  areas 
of  practice  and  searches  can 
include  up  to  nine  elements. 

•  Use  the  "back"  arrow  key  to 
return  to  the  list  of  ten  names  you 
retrieved  in  an  earlier  search.  To 
return  to  the  first  search  screen, 
click  the  "Search  Database"  but- 
ton. 

•  If  a  search  about  an  alumnus 
reveals  the  "No  Information 
Available"  message,  it  means  the 
Alumni  Office  has  no  current 
work  information  on  this  individ- 
ual. If  you  want  to  update  your 


own  record,  please  contact  the 
Office  of  Alumni  Relations. 

•  Use  the  "sort"  feature  to  orga- 
nize the  information  you  retrieve. 
Scroll  down  Screen  3  to  find  this 
feature. 

•  Wildcard  symbols  that  are 
sometimes  available  with  com- 
puter searches,  such  as  an  aster- 
isk (*),  cannot  be  used.  Instead 
use  the  "equals"  feature  shown 
in  Screen  3,  entering  the  informa- 
tion you  know. 

•  Spend  some  time  browsing  the 
other  major  links  shown  on  our 
Home  Page.  Doing  so  will  keep 
you  informed  about  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law. 


Screen  5 
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Judge  For 
Yourself 

Alumni  Take  the  Bench 

by  Professor  Beth  Cohen 


The  Lawyering  Process 
Program,  the  first-year 
required  legal  research 
and  writing  course, 
introduces  all  first-year 
students  to  legal  analysis,  research, 
and  writing;  essential  tools  of  the 
lawyering  profession.  A  fundamen- 
tal component  of  this  introduction 
to  the  tools  and  requirements  of 
written  legal  analysis  and  advocacy 
is  that  each  student  prepares  and 
argues  a  trial  motion.  The  alumni 
who  serve  as  judges  for  these  argu- 
ments are  an  indispensable  part  of 
the  experience  for  first-year  stu- 
dents. 

Each  year,  as  we  await  the  arrival 
of  spring,  the  Lawyering  Process 


Program  contacts 
Western  New  Eng- 
land College  School 
of  Law  alumni  seeking 
approximately  50  vol- 
unteers to  serve  as  judges 
for  the  first-year  oral 
arguments.  We  are  grateful 
for  the  overwhelmingly  pos- 
itive response  from  alumni 
who  selflessly  agree  to  donate 
their  time,  energy,  and  exper- 
tise. Judges  read  and  critique  stu- 
dent's briefs  and  preside  over  one 
or  two  oral  arguments.  The  attor- 
neys who  serve  as  judges  provide 
an  important  link  between  the  aca- 
demic and  practical  aspects  of 
lawyering.  Students  are  able  to 
demonstrate  what  they  have 
learned  in  the  presence  of  an  attor- 
ney who  serves  as  the  judge  and 
then  steps  down  from  the  bench  to 
discuss  both  the  substance  of  the 
argument  and  offer  the  students 
advice  and  suggestions. 

Students  enthusiastically  report 
how  much  they  appreciate  the 
comments  of  the  judges  and  value 
the  opportunity  to  ask  questions. 
Students  are  also  excited  by  the 


prospect  of  meeting  with  local 
attorneys. 

During  the  argument,  the  judges 
question  each  student  about  the 
merits  and  applicable  law  of  the 
case.  Since  this  is  the  first  formal 
oral  argument,  the  judges  also 
remain  sensitive  to  any  signs  of 
inexperience  and  nervousness  and 
are  available  to  provide  encourage- 
ment and  suggestions  for  improve- 
ment. Even  though  time  is  a 
precious  commodity  for  law^^ers, 
the  alumni  who  serve  as  judges  are 
extremely  generous  with  their  time 
and  often  continue  discussions  to 
include  advice  about  successful 
advocacy  techniques,  different 
types  of  law  practice,  and  relevant 
personal  and  professional  experi- 
ences. The  oral  argument  is  the  cul- 
mination of  all  the  work  students 
completed  during  the  year  in 
Lavsyering  Process  and  each  alumni 
volunteer  who  serves  as  a  judge 
provides  an  important  contribu- 
tion to  the  legal  education  of  each 
first-year  student. 

Furthermore,  the  alumni  who 
serve  as  judges  are  giving  back  to 
the  Law  School  in  a  personal  man- 
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ner  that  touches  the  lives  of 
students  and  influences  the  profes- 
sional development  of  future  col- 
leagues. It  is  also  gratifying  to 
witness  former  students  return  as 
successful  attorneys  who  share  a 
willingness  to  impart  their  insight 
and  reflect  upon  their  own  experi- 
ences. These  positive  interactions 
provide  invaluable  encouragement 
and  guidance  for  students  as  they 
complete  their  first  year  of  law 
school. 

In  addition  to  alumni  who 
return  to  serve  as  judges,  the 
Lawyering  Process  Program, 
together  with  the  Office  of  Career 
Services,  will  again  sponsor  a 
"Lunchtime  Lawyering"  series 
where  local  attorneys  return  to 
meet  with  students  during  the 
lunch  hour  to  discuss  different 
areas  of  practice.  These  informal 
forums  provide  an  opportunity  for 
students  to  learn  about  a  variety  of 
specialties  as  well  as  the  general 
practice  of  law.  Alumni  are  an 
invaluable  resource  for  students 
and  we  are  fortunate  to  live  and 
work  in  an  area  where  people  are 
willing  to  share  their  expertise. 
Introducing  students  to  the  colle- 
giality  of  the  legal  profession 
through  mentors  and  role  models 
is  an  important  positive  action  that 
may  have  countless  benefits. 

We  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  all  of  the 
alumni  who  have  served  as  judges 
and  encourage  anyone  who  is 
interested  in  volunteering  to  con- 
tact Ms.  Nancy  Hachigian  at 
413-782-1522  in  the  Law  Faculty 
Office. 


In  addition  to  the  other  impor- 
tant roles  of  alumni,  the  Lawyering 
Process  Department  is  pleased  to 
announce  that  the  current  faculty 
consists  of  three  alumni  including 
Harris  Freedman,  Jeanne  Kaiser, 
and  Jocelyn  Cuffee. 

Harris  Freeman  received  his  J.D. 
cum  laude  from  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  School  of  Law  in 
1993.  After  graduation  from  law 
school,  Harris  served  as  a  judicial 
law  clerk  to  the  Hon.  Michael  A. 
Ponsor  of  the  Federal  District 
Court.  Before  joining  the  Lawyer- 
ing Process  faculty  this  year,  Harris 
was  a  litigation  associate  in  a 
Northampton  law  firm  and  a  coop- 
erating attorney  for  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Western 
Massachusetts. 

Jeanne  Kaiser  received  her  J.D. 
magna  cum  laude  from  Western 
New  England  College  School  of 
Law  in  1993.  Jeanne  served  as  both 
a  staff  member  and  editor  of  the 
Law  Review.  After  graduation  ft^om 
law  school,  Jeanne  served  as  a 
judicial  law  clerk  to  the  Hon. 
Elizabeth  Porada  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Appeals  Court.  Before  joining 
the  Lawyering  Process  faculty  in 
1998,  Jeanne  was  a  litigation  associ- 
ate in  a  Northampton  general 
practice  firm. 

Jocelyn  Cuffee  is  also  a  graduate 
of  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law,  Class  of  1994.  While 
in  law  school,  Jocelyn  was  a  staff 
member  of  the  Law  Review  and 
was  appointed  as  a  note  editor  in 
1993.  Jocelyn  received  the  Massa- 
chusetts Black  Judges  Book  Award 
and  the  American  Jurisprudence 


Award  for  Business  Organizations. 
After  graduation  from  law  school, 
Jocelyn  practiced  in  Springfield 
with  another  law  alumna  and  then 
in  her  own  solo  practice.  Jocelyn 
has  taught  in  the  Lawyering  Process 
Program  since  1997.  ♦ 

1999  Moot  Court  Judges 

Thomas  R.  Abdow  '89 

Judge  William  H.  Abrashkin  78 

Patrick  G.  Alair  '84 

Kenneth  I.  Albano  '85 

James  E.  Angell  '79 

Jennifer  Arvanitis  '93 

Brian  D.  Banks  '84 

Lisa  M.  Beauvais  '95 

Alan  J.  Black  '89 

Kristi  A.  Bodin  '94 

James  J.  Bregianes  '97 

Simon  J.  Brighenti,  Jr.  '87 

Aimee  Cameron  Browne  '90 

Daniel  E.  Bruso  '96 

Tina  Wescott  Cafaro  '95 

Christina  A.  Calabrese  '84 

George  B.  Cannon  '89 

Dorothy  Carlo  '78 

Carol  A.  Carlson-Shaw  '98 

Edward  J.  Carroll  III  '94 

Karen  B.  Catuogno  '83 

Michael  J.  Chieco  '83 

Christine  L.  Chinni  '91 

Gerard  S.  Collins  '96 

J.  Michael  Conley  '82 

John  P.  Connor  '94 

Steven  M.  Coyle  '93 

Lisa  Van  Gordon  d'Errico  '89 

Lisa  C.  deSousa  '85 

Edward  L.  Donnellan  '41 

James  F.  Donnelly  '77 

Matthew  Engel  '86 

Nancy  Bazan  Fenton  '95 

John  S.  Ferrara  '83 

Theresa  M.  Finnegan  '93 

Bruce  M.  Fogel  '75 

Harris  M.  Freeman  '93 

James  Friedman  '93 

KeUy  J.  Goulet  '92 

Anthony  Mansfield  '96 

Mark  Mason  '85 

Joseph  Pieropan  '87 

Patricia  Rapinchuk  '90 

Andrew  T.  Rome  '84 

Jeffrey  B.  Sagalyn  '76 

Claire  L.  Thompson  '87 

Pamela  Nolan  Young  '88 
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The  School  of  Law  invites  its  alumni  to  submit  nominations  for  the  first 

Outstanding  Alumni  Award 

The  award  will  be  presented  at  an  All  YEAR  REUnilON  EVENT  on  April  1, 2000. 


Award  Criteria: 

The  alumnus/a  should  be  living,  have  made  a  major  contribution  to 
his/her  chosen  field,  to  his/her  local  community,  or  to  the  Law  School, 
The  honoree  need  not  be  a  practicing  attorney  in  order  to  be  selected 
for  this  award. 


Selection  Process: 

All  nominations  must  be  received  by  February  1,  2000. 

Nominations  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Distinguished 
Alumni  Awards  Subcommittee  of  the  Alumni  Association. 


NOMINEE  S  NAME 

CLASS 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP 

CURRENT  POSITION 

Mail  or  fax  by  February  1 ,  2000  to: 

Office  of  Alumni  Relations 

Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 

Springfield,  MA  01119-2684 

FAX:  413-796-2067 

Inquiries:  413-782-1311 


ii 


SPONSOR  S  NAME 


CLASS 


ADDRESS  STATE  ZIP 


PHONE 


I  NOMINATE  THIS  CANDIDATE  BECAUSE 


I  CONTINUE  ON  A  SEPARATE  SHEET  IF  NECESSARY;  INCLUDE  A  RESUME  OR  ANY  SUPPORTING  DATA  YOU  DEEM  APPROPRIATE. 
I  
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WNEC  Week  and  Alumni  Receptions 

Albany.  NY  •  Boston,  MA  •  Colorado  •  Hartford,  CT  •  New  Jersey  •  New  York  City  •  Northampton,  MA  •  Providence,  Rl  •  Springfield,  MA 


Alumni  Profile 


Women  of  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law:  Reaching  the  Top 

Ann  M.  Courtney  '89  and  Angela  M.  Castonguay  Trombly  '93 


Ann  Courtney  '89  was  a 
high  school  teacher 
in  Conway,  New 
Hampshire  in  1985, 
negotiating  teacher 
contracts  for  the  union.  Across  the 
table  were  the  school  board's  attor- 
neys. Ann  was  being  paid  $125,  the 
cost  of  her  union  dues  for  the  year, 
to  negotiate.  The  lawyers  were  being 
paid  much  more.  During  one  late 
night  session,  when  Ann  learned 
just  how  wide  the  gap  was,  she 
decided  it  was  time  to  turn  her 
negotiation  skills  into  a  full-time 
career  and  pursue  the  law  degree 
she  had  often  thought  about.  After 
looking  at  several  schools,  she  chose 
Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law,  in  part  because  she 
wanted  labor  and  employment  law 
courses. 

Ten  years  later,  Ann  was  recently 
named  an  honoree  in  the  Portland, 
Maine,  Tribute  to  Women  and 
Industry,  which  honors  women  of 
achievement  in  Maine.  Now  Presi- 
dent of  the  Maine  State  Bar  Associa- 
tion and  Litigation  Counsel  for  the 
UNUM  Life  Insurance  Company 
of  America  (which  is  No.  25  on 
Fortune  magazine's  list  of  the  "100 
Best  Companies  to  Work  for  in 
America"),  Courtney  litigates  cases 
across  the  country;  managing  dis- 


ability cases  in  the  First,  Fifth, 
Eighth,  and  Eleventh  Circuits;  and 
handles  employment  cases  nation- 
wide. She  has  increased  that  $125 
per  year  negotiating  salary  substan- 
tially! 

When  Ann  entered  the  School  of 
Law,  she  thought  she  would  gradu- 
ate and  go  to  work  for  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board — after  all,  it 
was  labor  relations  that  had  moti- 
vated her  to  return  to  school  for  a 
law  degree.  She  was  offered  jobs  by 
the  NLRB  in  Boston,  Hartford,  and 
Washington,  DC,  but  didn't  really 
want  to  live  in  such  large  cities. 
Courtney  says  an  associate  dean  at 
the  time,  Molly  Geraghty,  helped 
her  by  asking  where  she  did  want  to 
live.  "Portland,  Maine,"  said  Ann. 
Geraghty  sent  Courtney  to  see  Peter 
Murray,  a  former  classmate,  who 
was  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Murray 


Plumb  and  Murray  in  Portland. 
Ann  credits  Dean  Geraghty,  and 
Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law,  for  the  lead.  Murray 
agreed  to  let  Ann  begin  an  employ- 
ment law  practice,  and  she  went  to 
work  for  the  firm  as  an  associate. 
Peter  Murray  became  her  mentor, 
says  Courtney,  always  there  to 
encourage  her,  saying  "You  can  do 
this!"  every  time  she  tried  some- 
thing for  the  first  time,  be  it  bench 
trial  or  circuit  brief.  Now  Ann  tries 
to  provide  similar  encouragement 
to  other  young  lawyers,  and  espe- 
cially to  our  law  students.  She  guest 
lectures  most  semesters,  and  urges 
students  to  contact  her.  She  also 
tries  to  keep  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law  alums  in 
mind  when  seeking  local  counsel 
for  cases  spread  across  the  country. 
And  she  contributes  financially  to 
the  Law  School — happily,  her  com- 
pany has  a  matching  gift  plan  for 
donations  made  by  employees. 

After  several  hard-working  years 
at  Murray  Plumb  and  Murray,  Ann 
was  offered  her  present  position  at 
UNUM.  That  same  week  she  was 
offered  partnership  at  the  firm.  Ann 
chose  UNUM  for  several  reasons, 
including  her  newly  adopted  daugh- 
ter, Nina.  It  was  a  difficult  decision 
to  make,  but  there  are  no  regrets.  At 
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UNUM,  Ann  says,  they  settle  the 
majority  of  their  cases,  as  in  private 
practice.  When  cases  do  proceed  to 
litigation,  she  has  her  local  counsel 
to  call  upon  all  over  the  country. 
This  allows  her  to  decide  which 
cases  she  wants  to  work  on  and  put 
her  energy  into,  while  managing 
the  ones  which  are  being  handled 
by  local  counsel.  To  her  work 
schedule,  she  adds  her  duties  as 
president  of  the  Maine  State  Bar 
Association.  An  active  member  of 
the  Association  since  graduating 
from  law  school,  Courtney  began 
to  attend  meetings  and  work  on  a 
"couple  of  projects"  right  away.  By 
the  following  year  she  was  trea- 
surer of  the  Young  Lawyers  Sec- 
tion, then  chair-elect,  and  chair. 
After  that,  she  went  on  to  the 


Board  of  Governors,  and  not  long 
after  was  tapped  as  president-elect, 
assuming  the  position  of  president 
in  January  1999.  Courtney  is  the 
first  lesbian  president  of  any  state 
bar  association.  Ann  derives  much 
satisfaction  from  her  bar  work, 
feeling  it  gives  her  the  opportunity 
to  impact  lawyering,  in  addition  to 
working  as  a  lawyer.  And  she  is 
particularly  pleased  that  it  was  the 
Women's  Law  Section  of  the  Bar 
Association  that  nominated  her  for 
the  Women  of  Achievement 
Award. 

Asked  where  her  career  may 
lead  her  next,  Ann  says  "I  love  it  at 
UNUM,  I  don't  know  what  I  am 
going  to  be  doing  five  years  down 
the  road,  but  if  my  history  is  any 
indication,  I  probably  won't  be 


doing  what  I  am  doing  now.  I 
think  it's  important,  and  I  always 
have,  to  be  on  the  lookout  for 
opportunity,  and  when  something 
comes  along,  to  give  it  serious  con- 
sideration..." 

Ann  credits  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  School  of  Law  for 
providing  her  with  a  solid  legal 
education,  opportunities  for 
practical  training  such  as  that  she 
got  as  a  member  of  the  1988-89 
ATLA  Trial  Team,  the  support  of 
members  of  the  faculty  who  took 
time  beyond  the  classroom  with 
her,  and  for  the  wonderful  friend- 
ships that  are  an  integral  part  of 
her  life.  ♦ 


The  legal  profession  Is  still  one  where  the  majority  of  dominant  positions  are  held  hy  men. 
Many  of  our  male  alumni  hold  and  will  continue  to  hold  some  of  those  dominant  positions. 
Yet  the  future  of  the  legal  profession  Is  hound  for  expansion.  The  School  of  Law's  commitment 
to  educating  all  Its  students  has  led  to  the  outstanding  success  of  Its  female  graduates. 


I wanted  to  be  a  prosecutor" 
states  Angela  Castonguay 
Trombly,  Western  New  Eng- 
land College  School  of  Law 
'93.  Instead,  Trombly  ended 
up  negotiating  a  $100  million  set- 
tlement with  Nationwide  Insur- 
ance as  colead  counsel  in  a 
national  class  action  suit.  She  also 
won  herself  membership  in  the 
"Million  Dollar  Advocates  Forum." 
Considered  one  of  the  most  presti- 
gious groups  of  trial  lawyers  in  the 
country,  membership  is  limited  to 
trial  attorneys  who  have  achieved  a 
trial  verdict  or  settlement  of  one 
million  dollars  or  more.  Trombly 


Angela  M.  Castonguay  Trombly  '93 


is  one  of  only  seven  such  attorneys 
in  the  state  of  Connecticut.  How 
did  she  accomplish  this  in  the  six 
short  years  since  her  graduation 
from  law  school? 


Angela  praises  her  law  school 
training  for  giving  her  the  encour- 
agement she  needed,  both  while  in 
school  and  after  graduating.  She 
mentions  in  particular  Judge 
Bertha  Josephson  '78,  who  taught 
her  trial  methods  class,  and,  she 
says,  "instilled  in  me  a  desire  to  be 
in  the  courtroom."  Trombly 
wanted  to  be  a  prosecutor,  and 
Josephson  both  encouraged  her 
with  her  own  enthusiasm  and 
helped  her  to  get  an  internship 
with  the  da's  office  in  Northamp- 
ton, MA,  during  her  last  year  in 
law  school.  Working  on  the  Jessup 
Moot  Court  Team  with  Professor 
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CAREER  SERVICES 


Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law 


Recruitment 
Opportunities 


The  Office  of  Career  Services  of 
Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  is  available  to  assist 
you  in  filling  your  hiring  needs. 

Our  students,  primarily  from  the 
northeast  and  mid-Atlantic  states, 
have  a  wide  range  of  interests  and 
experiences.  Many  of  them  enter  law 
school  with  strong  employment  cre- 
dentials and  hold  advanced  degrees 
in  their  areas  of  expertise.  Our  place- 
ment services,  available  to  graduates 
as  well  as  current  students,  are 
designed  to  enable  you  to  select  those 
candidates  who  most  closely  meet 
your  employment  requirements  for 
permanent,  summer,  and  part-time 
positions. 

Prospective  employers  are  encour- 
aged to  visit  our  Law  Center  to  con- 
duct interviews.  When  that  is  not 
possible,  the  Career  Services  staff  will 
forward  resumes  and  work  with 
employers  to  arrange  off-campus 
interviews. 


For  further  information,  please  contact: 
Charlene  M.  Allen 

Assistant  Dean  and  Director  of  Career  Services 
Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law 
1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01119 
413-782-1416 


Art  Wolf  also  contributed  to  her 
skills.  "As  was  true  with  so  many  of 
the  Law  School's  professors.  Art 
gave  much  more  than  just  what 
happened  in  the  classroom.  He 
took  an  interest  in  me  as  a  person 
and  encouraged  me  to  seek  how  I 
wanted  to  practice  law." 

With  the  goal  of  prosecutor  in 
mind,  Trombly  moved  to  Con- 
necticut, passed  the  Connecticut 
bar,  and  applied  to  the  State  Prose- 
cutor's office.  "I  had  no  doubt  of 
this  goal.  I  found  it  was  not  that 
simple!  Connecticut  was  not  hiring 
many  new  state  prosecutors,  and 
those  who  did  get  offered  jobs 
often  had  over  five  years  experi- 
ence." The  rejection  letters  could 
have  covered  her  walls,  said 
Trombly,  but  she  was  determined, 
so  she  volunteered  to  work  free  for 
the  Chief  State's  Attorney  Office. 
In  1994  she  took  a  position  with 
the  firm  of  Piazza,  Melmed  & 
Berkowitz  in  Stamford,  Connecti- 
cut. It  was  there  that  she  brought  in 
and  became  colead  counsel  in  the 
class  action  case  that  was  to 
become  Snyder  v.  Nationwide 
Insurance,  brought  in  New  York 
State.  Among  other  things,  the  law- 
suit claimed  Nationwide  agents,  at 
the  company's  behest,  persuaded 
clients  to  cash  in  old  policies  and 
buy  new  ones  to  generate  addi- 
tional fees — a  practice  called 
churning.  The  case  moved  with 
Trombly  when  she  and  Melmed 
opened  their  own  firm  in  1997. 

Becoming  more  and  more 
involved  in  the  case,  Trombly  spent 
untold  hours  researching  and  net- 
working with  other  attorneys  and 
insurance  agents.  She  came  up 


against  dead-ends,  and  there  were 
countless  times  she  was  sure  the 
case  was  over.  Then  something 
would  lead  her  in  a  new  direction 
and  she'd  keep  at  it.  (Reflecting  on 
this  period,  Angela  advises:  "You 
must  push  through  the  wall  of  fail- 
ure for  any  success.  There  will  be 
disappointments,  but  keep  work- 
ing.") It  was  hard,  complicated 
work,  but  it  was  never  dull!  (Her 
stories  make  a  prosecutor's  life 
sound  tame!)  In  September  1998, 
the  settlement  was  reached  with 
Nationwide.  It  took  fourteen 
months  to  negotiate  the  settlement; 
Trombly  adds  "I  wish  there  had 
been  a  negotiation  course  when  I 
was  at  the  School  of  Law!  Negotia- 
tion is  realistic.  It  is  what  lawyers 
do."  (The  Law  School  now  offers  a 
negotiation  course  each  semester.) 

Now  married  to  Keith  Trombly, 
she  is  working  at  home  while  car- 
ing for  their  baby,  Nicole.  She  is 
currently  colead  counsel  in  six  class 
action  suits  throughout  the  coun- 
try. She  has  new  wallpaper  to 
replace  those  rejection  letters. 
Happy  with  her  work,  she  still  gets 
support  from  Western  New  Eng- 
land College,  and  keeps  up  her 
contacts  with  the  School.  "The  Law 
School  provided  me  with  the  tools 
necessary  to  compete  in  the  lawyer- 
ing community.  My  experience 
there  changed  my  life  as  well  as  the 
lives  of  the  people  I  represent." 
Because  of  that,  she  wanted  to  give 
something  back  to  the  school,  and 
contributes  to  the  Law  School's 
scholarship  fund  "in  the  hopes  that 
someone  else  can  have  as  positive 
an  experience  as  I  did."  ♦ 
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Law  Alumni  Association  Announces  Formation 
of  New  York  Metropolitan  Area  Chapter 


The  Law  Alumni  Association  is  pleased  to 
announce  the  formation  of  the  New  York  Metro- 
politan Area  Chapter  of  the  Association.  The  chap- 
ter was  formed  at  an  organizational  meeting  held  in 
New  York  City  during  May.  The  meeting  was 
hosted  by  John  Luzzul  '79  at  the  midtown  offices  of 
his  employer,  Newmark  &  Company  Real  Estate, 
Inc.  Richard  Trenk  '82,  the  president  of  the  Law 
Alumni  Association,  attended  the  meeting. 

The  following  interim  officers  for  the  chapter 
were  selected: 

President 
Vice  President 
Vice  President 
Vice  President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 


Cheryl  David  '95 
Brian  Kriger  '79 
John  Lizzul  '79 
Bill  Perkins  '80 
Mathew  Ross  '90 
Bob  Carpentier  '80 


Permanent  officers  will  be  nominated  for  elec- 
tion next  year  at  the  next  New  York  City  "Western 
New  England  College  Week"  reception.  The  interim 


officers  are  also  members  of  New  York  Metropoli- 
tan Area  Chapter  Organizing  Committee.  The  fol- 
lowing alumni  have  also  agreed  to  serve  on  the 
Organizing  Committee:  Mike  Borg  '88,  John  Bues 
'97,  Jennifer  Chen  '98,  Paul  Ernenwein  '95,  Denise 
Fabiano  '93,  and  Elliot  Rothstein  '96. 

In  October,  the  New  York  Metropolitan  Area 
Chapter  held  a  social  event  in  New  York  City.  The 
chapter  anticipates  cosponsoring  a  Continuing 
Legal  Education  (CLE)  seminar  and  a  networking 
lunch  or  dinner  next  spring.  The  CLE  seminar  may 
be  modeled  after  the  successful  seminars  that  have 
been  cosponsored  by  the  New  Jersey  Chapter  of  the 
Law  Alumni  Association. 

If  you  would  like  to  become  involved  with 
the  New  York  Metropolitan  Area  Chapter  of 
the  Law  Alumni  Association,  please  contact 
the  Law  Alumni  Office  or  Cheryl  David  '95 
at  home  at  212-288-2846  or  via  e-mail  at 
Cherylrd@hotmail.com. 


Are  you  interested  in  becoming  a  member  of 
the  Alumni  Association  Board  of  Directors? 

Complete  the  information  below  and  mail  to  the 
Office  of  Alumni  Relations  by  February  1, 2000. 


NAME 


CLASS 


HOME  ADDRESS 


EMPLOYER 


EMPLOYER  ADDRESS 


DAY  PHONE  EVENING  PHONE 

Please  return  completed  form  to: 
Oftice  of  Alumni  Relations 
Western  New  England  College 
Sctiool  of  Law 
1215Wilbratiam  Road 
Springfield,  MA,  01119-2684 


E-MAIL 

Or  call:  413-782-1311 
FAX:  413-796-2067 
E-mail:  nsykes@law.wnec.edu 


EXTRA  YEARBOOKS! 
WHILE  SUPPLIES  LAST... 


Lytae  is  clearing  its  shelves! 
Yearbooks  for  the  following  years  are 
available  while  supplies  last:  '81,  '85,  '86, 
'87,  '90,  '91,  '94,  '95,  '96,  '97  and  '98. 

All  books  are  $10  each  and  will  be 
mailed  anywhere  in  the  U.S.  for  an 
additional  $2. 


Please  make  checks  payable  to  Western  New  England 
College  Lytae,  and  direct  them  to: 

Lytae 

Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law 
1215  Wilbraham  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01119 
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Faculty  and  Staff  Notes 


New  Faculty '99 


Professor 
Robin  Craig 

Professor  Leonard  Baynes  published  "An 
^^i^^  I     Investigation  of  the  Alleged 

r  I  'White  Man's  Burden'  In 
'^^^^  the  Implementation  of  an 
Affirmative  Action  Pro- 
gram in  Telecommunica- 
tions Ownership"  in  30 
Rutgers  Law  Journal  731  (Spring  1999)  as 
part  of  a  symposium  for  the  fourth  annual 
Mid-Adantic  People  of  Color  Legal  Scholar- 
ship Conference.  During  the  summer,  he 
did  two  CLE  lectures  on  telecommunica- 
tions issues  in  Latin  America  at  Javeriana 
University  in  Bogota,  Columbia,  and  with 
the  American  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
Panama  City,  Panama. 

Professor  Baynes  and  former  professor  of 
law  Chris  lijima  co taught  a  course  entided 
"Race/Racism  and  the  Law"  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Hawaii  this  past  summer  under  a 
program  of  the  University  of  Mississippi. 
He  gave  a  faculty  colloquium  on  Race  and 
Telecommunications  at  Washington  and 
Lee  University  Law  School  in  October. 

Professor  Baynes  chairs  the  Planning  Com- 
mittee for  the  fourth  Annual  Northeastern 
People  of  Color  Conference  to  be  held  in 
San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico  at  the  University  of 
Puerto  Rico  April  13-17, 2000.  The  tentative 
theme  of  the  conference  is  "People  of  Color 
in  Search  of  Their  Commom  Heritage  in 
Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean." 

Professor  Baynes  also  organized  a  sympo- 
sium for  the  American  University  Adminis- 
trative Law  Journal  to  be  published  in  spring 
2000  in  which  he  will  write  the  foreword. 
Symposium  contributors  are  Larry  Irving, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Commerce  for 
National  Telecommunications  Administra- 
tion; Professor  Madeleine  Plasencia  of  Uni- 
versity of  Tulsa  College  of  Law,  a  former 


Professor 
Taylor  Flynn 


Professor 
Bell)  Cohen 


legal  writing  instructor  at  Western  New 
England  College;  Larry  Freedman,  partner 
at  the  Arter  Haddon  law  firm;  and  Michael 
Glover,  associate  general  counsel  of  Bell 
Adantic  Corp. 

Professor  Beth  Cohen  served  as  an  assistant 
editor  for  the  recent  edition  of  Journal  of  the 
Legal  Writing  Institute.  She  has  prepared  a 
book  review  for  Aspen  Publishers  of  the 
soon  to  be  published  ALWD  Citation  Man- 
ual: A  Professional  System  of  Citation. 

Professor  Richard  Cole  is  coauthor  (with 

B former  faculty  member  Jack 
Chin)  of  Emerging  From  the 
Margins  of  Historical  Con- 
sciousness: Chinese  Immi- 
grants and  the  History  of 
American  Law,  in  17  Law 
and  History  Review  325  (1999).  "Orthodoxy 
and  Heresy:  The  Nineteenth  Century  His- 
tory of  the  Rule  of  Law  Reconsidered, "  was 
published  in  the  Indiana  Law  Review. 

Professor  Robin  Craig  is  the  author  of 
three  articles:  "Beyond  the  APA,"  a  book 
review,  in  the  October  1999  issue  of  Envi- 
ronment Law;  "Notice  Letters  and  Notice 
Pleading:  The  Federal  Rules  of  Civil  Proce- 
dure and  Environmental  Citizen-Suit 
Notice,"  in  the  November  issue  of  Oregon 
Law  Review;  and  "When  Daubert  Gets 
Erie,"  in  the  December  issue  of  Denver  Uni- 
versity Law  Review. 

Karen  DeMeola  was  appointed  assistant 
director  of  admissions  for  the  School  of 
Law  in  February.  She  earned  both  a  BA  in 
psychology  in  1991  and  JD  in  1996  from 
the  University  of  Connecticut.  Previously, 
Karen  worked  as  an  associate  with  a  Con- 
necticut law  firm  and  as  a  solo  practitioner. 


Professor 
Lenese  Herbert 

Prior  to  joining  the  School  of  Law,  Karen 
recruited  for  the  University  of  Connecticut 
School  of  Law. 

In  February,  Dean  Donald  Dunn  served  on 
an  ABA  site  evaluation  team 
to  the  Eugenio  Maria  De 
Hostos  School  of  Law  in 
Mayuaguez,  Puerto  Rico 
which  is  seeking  provisional 
ABA  accreditation.  That 
same  month,  he  and  Assistant  Dean  and 
Director  of  Law  Alumni  Relations  Nancy 
Sykes  '89  attended  a  three-day  law  school 
development  conference  sponsored  by  the 
ABA  in  Santa  Fe,  NM. 

Dean  Dunn's  summer  schedule  included  a 
June  board  meeting  in  Denver,  CO,  accom- 
panied by  a  reception  with  local  area 
alumni.  Dean  Dunn  serves  on  the  board  of 
a  newsletter.  Perspectives:  Teaching  Legal 
Research  and  Writing.  In  July,  he  attended 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Associ- 
ation of  Law  Libraries  in  Washington,  DC. 
While  there,  he  received  a  VIP  tour  of  the 
Pentagon  arranged  by  Col.  Tom  Bowman 
'79.  During  the  tour,  he  visited  briefly  with 
Secretary  of  Defense  William  Cohen.  At  the 
August  ABA  annual  meeting,  he  appeared 
briefly  on  CNN's  "Burden  of  Proof,"  thanks 
to  Greta  Van  Susteren,  the  program's  co- 
host  and  our  1999  commencement  speaker. 


During  his  tour  of  the  Pentagon,  Dean  Dunn  met 
Secretary  of  Defense  William  Cohen  and  his  wife 
Janet  Langhart. 
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In  September,  Dean  Dunn  was  a  pan- 
elist/speaker on  a  three-day  ABA  Site 
Evaluators'  Workshop  in  IndianapoUs, 
IN,  designed  to  train  new  site  team 
members  in  the  accreditation  process. 

Dean  Dunn  is  the  principal  compiler 
and  coeditor  of  the  Five- Year  Cumula- 
tive of  the  Index  to  Periodical  Articles 
Related  to  Law  (vol  2.  36-40,  1993-98, 
417p.).  He  also  has  recently  been 
appointed  to  a  two-year  term  on  the  Ser- 
vices and  Programs  Committee  of  the 
Law  School  Admissions  Council. 

Professor  Taylor  Flynn  spoke  at  the 
annual  "Lavender"  law  conference  in 
Seattle,  WA.  The  conference  was  held 
October  22  through  24. 

Professor  James  Gardner's  article,  "Stop 
I!  Me  Before  I  Quantify 
Again:  The  Role  of 
Political  Science  in  the 
Study  of  Election  Law," 
was  published  in  32 
Loyola-LA.  Law  Review 
1141  (1999)  as  part  of  a  symposium  on 
"Election  Law  as  Its  Own  Field  of  Study." 
In  November,  Professor  Gardner  pre- 
sented a  paper  at  the  Columbia  Law 
School  Symposium  on  Political  Parties. 

Professor  James  Gardner  is  the  author 
of  an  original  article,  "Federalism  and 
the  Problem  of  Political  Subcommuni- 
ties,"  published  in  To  Promote  the  Gen- 
eral Welfare:  A  Communitarian  Legal 
Reader  [David  E.  Carney,  ed.,  Lexington 
Books,  1999].  Professor  Gardner  also 
recently  compiled,  edited,  and  then 
WTOte  the  introduction  for  the  two-vol- 
ume set  State  Expansion  of  Federal  Con- 
stitutional Liberties  [Garland,  1999]. 
Volume  1  is  entitled  The  Development  of 
Independent  State  Constitutional  Law, 
volume  2  is  entitled  The  Jurisprudential 
Crisis  of  State  Constitutional  Law. 

Professor  Eric  Gouvin's  article  "Of 
Hungry  Wolves  and 
Horizontal  Conflicts — 
Rethinking  the  Justifi- 
cations for  Bank  Hold- 
ing Company  Liability," 
was  published  in  the 
University  of  Illinois  Law  Review  this  fall. 


The  article  examines  and  criticizes  the 
policy  justifications  supporting  various 
regulatory  techniques  of  applying  enter- 
prise liability  in  the  financial  institution 
holding  company  context.  The  article 
proposes  a  new  approach  to  holding 
company  liability  based  on  the  idea  that 
the  law  should  seek  to  remedy  the  "hori- 
zontal conflicts"  that  plague  managers  in 
a  holding  company  structure. 

Professor  I^eora  Harpaz  participated  in 
the  Sixth  Annual  Edu- 
cation Law  Institute  at 
Franklin  Pierce  Law 
Center.  She  taught  a 
workshop  on  the  colli- 
z^^*  sion  between  the  rights 
of  public  schools  to  discipline  students 
and  the  rights  of  students  to  use  the 
Internet  as  a  means  of  expression. 

Bonnie  Koneski- White,  director  of  the 
Law  Library,  coordinated  and  comoder- 
ated  a  program  at  this  year's  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Association  of 
Law  Libraries  in  Washington,  DC.  The 
program  dealt  with  constructing  and 
evaluating  users'  surveys.  Bonnie  and  a 
law  librarian  at  New  York  University  wiU 
develop  an  interactive  website  where  vis- 
itors can  comment  on  a  survey  that  wiU 
be  posted  and  changed  as  comments  are 
received  and  discussed. 


AALS  Annual  Meeting,  New  Orleans,  NOLA, 
January  1999,  L  to  R:  Bonnie  Koneski-White  '86, 
Director  of  the  WNEC  Law  Library;  Chuck  Taylor, 
Esq.  77,  Carter  &  Taylor,  New  Orleans,  LA; 
Dean  Donald  J.  Dunn  '83;  Professor  Robert  J. 
Nissenbaum,  Director  of  the  Law  Library,  Loyola 
(LA.)  School  of  Law;  Professor  Andrew 
Beckerman-Rodau  '81,  Ohio  Northern  University. 


Bonnie  supervised  two  undergradu- 
ate students  from  Siena  College  who  vis- 
ited the  Law  School  for  six  weeks  this 
summer.  She  worked  with  the  students 
to  develop  a  research  project  resulting  in 
a  paper.  Each  student  studied  the  envi- 
ronment and  politics  surrounding  the 
appointment  of  a  Supreme  Court  Justice 
and  then  a  specific  area  of  jurisprudence 


of  that  justice  determining  if  the  expec- 
tation of  the  media  and  body  politic  had 
correctly  predicted  the  way  the  justice 
would  decide  cases. 

Professor  Jay  Mootz  has  been  appointed 
special  editor  for  a 
symposium  to  be  pub- 
\_K:^.0BSiM  lished  by  the  Chicago- 
Kent  Law  Review  on 
the  topic  "Philosophi- 
cal Hermeneutics  and 
Critical  Legal  Theory."  Publication  will 
be  in  December  2000.  He  has  organized 
a  symposium  published  in  the  fall  1999 
in  the  Western  New  England  College  Law 
Review  on  the  topic  of  "Employment 
Practices  Liability  Insurance  in  the 
Changing  American  Workplace."  Profes- 
sor Mootz  recently  had  a  book  review 
published  on  line  at  the  website 
JURIST:BOOKS  ON  LAW  located  at 
http://jurist.law.pitt.edu/lawbooks/revie 
ws.htm.  Volume  2,  Number  7  (Septem- 
ber 1999).  He  reviews  Peter  M.  Tiersma, 
Legal  Language  (1999).  Professor  Mootz 
will  be  a  visiting  professor  of  law  at  Perm 
State  University,  Dickinson  School  of 
Law  for  the  spring  2000  term,  teaching 
contracts  and  sales. 

Professor  ValorieVojdik  participated  in 
a  debate  on  same-sex 
education  with  Ted 
Olsen,  former  solicitor 
general  and  attorney 
for  VMI  in  their 
Supreme  Court  case. 
The  debate  took  place  at  Columbia  Law 
School  on  March  29,  1999.  Professor 
Vojdik  also  was  an  I.  Goodman  Cohen 
Lecturer  at  Wayne  State  University  Law 
School  in  April.  The  lecture  is  an 
endowed  annual  series  that  invites  an 
experienced  trial  attorney/professor  to 
give  a  lecture  to  students  and  alumnae 
on  issues  relating  to  trial  advocacy,  teach 
a  "master  class"  to  trial  advocacy  stu- 
dents, and  make  a  presentation  to  the 
Wayne  State  faculty. 

On  September  23,  as  part  of  the  Cla- 
son  Lecture  Series,  Cynthia  Fuchs 
Epstein  spoke  to  Professor  Vojdik's  Gen- 
der and  Law  class.  It  was  cohosted  by  the 
Women  and  the  Law  group. 
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Leadership  in  the 
Family  of  Law 

by  Richard  D.  Trenk  '82,  Law  Alumni  Association  President 


In  commenting  recently  on 
the  2000  presidential  cam- 
paign, nationally  syndicated 
columnist  Dave  Barry  stated 
that  the  American  political 
system  demands  that  any  presiden- 
tial candidate  possess  the  following 
two  attributes:  height  and  money. 
In  examining  the  "height"  quality, 
Mr.  Barry  indicated  that  height  is 
related  to  leadership.  I  suspect  Mr. 
Barry's  in-depth  analysis  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  the  humorist-style 
of  his  column  and  less  to  do  with 
his  ability  to  predict  the  outcome 
of  the  upcoming  campaign.  If  lead- 
ership was  based  upon  the  height 
of  persons,  many  in  our  alumni 
family,  especially  Professor  Fred 
Royal,  would  be  in  serious  trouble. 

Regardless  of  the  "height"  qual- 
ity, there  is  some  ring  of  analysis  to 
Barry's  sentiments  and,  most 
importantly,  its  relevance  to  our 
Law  School  as  we  ring  in  the  new 
millennium.  With  over  6,000 
alumni,  we  are  a  strong  con- 
stituency of  the  Law  School  and 
the  entire  legal  profession.  We  need 
to  stop  acting  like  nomads  and 
band  together  for  the  future  of  our 
Law  School  and  the  entire  profes- 
sion. 

Whether  it  was  during  a  recent 
vacation  in  Delaware  where  I  ran 
into  the  1983  Western  New  Eng- 


Law  Alumni  Association  President 
Richard  D.  Trenk  '82 


land  College  alum  who  works  for  a 
major  child  advocacy  organization 
in  the  nation's  capital  or  dealing 
day-to-day  with  another  esteemed 
alum  in  his  capacity  as  senior 
counsel  for  the  New  Jersey  Lawyers' 
Fund  for  Client  Protection,  the  Law 
School's  scope  and  involvement  in 
the  legal  profession  and  entire 
community  is  expanding  on  a  daily 
basis.  The  proof  of  this  fact  is  evi- 
denced by  the  recent  election  of  a 
Western  New  England  College  law 
alum,  John  E.  Sweeney  '90,  as  a 
United  States  Congressman  from 
the  State  of  New  York.  This  is  a 
great  honor  of  which  we  should  all 
be  proud. 

Leadership  is  the  hallmark 
which  will  continue  to  expand  the 
school's  reputation.  In  its  June 
1999  edition.  Fast  Company  maga- 
zine provided  a  kit  concerning  how 


to  become  a  leader.  While  the  "kit" 
provides  twelve  rules  to  follow,  the 
rules  which  I  believe  are  the  most 
compelling  involve  giving  encour- 
agement to  others  and  making 
more  leaders.  Implicit  in  these 
instructions  is  that  we  cannot  do  it 
alone  and,  therefore,  those  who  fol- 
low us  are  critical  in  making  our 
goals  and  dreams  a  reality.  The 
family  of  Law  School  alumni  must 
work  together.  Regardless  of  the 
stage  of  our  careers  and  personal 
lives,  we  have  a  responsibility  to 
help  the  Law  School  and  students 
who  come  behind  us.  Many  alums 
already  help  the  Law  School  by 
encouraging  prospective  applicants 
to  obtain  applications,  attend  a  Law 
School  site  visit,  and  apply  for 
admission.  All  of  these  steps  serve 
the  overall  goal  of  strengthening 
the  Law  School.  We  all  need  to 
redouble  our  efforts  to  promote 
the  Law  School  as  often  as  possible. 

The  Law  Alumni  Association  is 
an  important  vehicle  towards 
achieving  these  initiatives.  As  you 
are  aware,  we  have  started  various 
local  chapters.  I  encourage  every- 
one to  get  involved  or  start  a  local 
chapter  no  matter  how  many  Law 
School  grads  are  in  your  area. 
Cheryl  David,  Brian  Kriger,  John 
Lizzul,  Bill  Perkins,  Mathew  Ross, 
and  Bob  Carpentier  are  in  the 


28  ♦  PERSPECTIVES 


midst  of  kicking  off  an  ambitious 
New  York  City  chapter  whicii  is 
very  exciting.  On-site  continuing 
legal  education  programs  with  our 
professors  and  local  alumni  show- 
case the  Law  School's  talent.  We  all 
remember  the  many  excellent  fac- 
ulty members  who  tortured  and 
challenged  us;  taking  them  on  the 
road  can  only  benefit  the  entire 
school.  Social  events  in  your  local 
community  are  also  great.  Minor 
league  baseball  games,  train  rides, 
happy  hours,  Bruce  Springsteen 
concerts  (yea!  we  all  wish)  are  ways 
to  get  the  Law  School's  name  in  the 
forefront.  It's  also  a  great  way  to 


have  fun  and  network.  Believe  me 
from  personal  experience:  it  can 
help  you  make  critical  contacts  and 
get  clients! 

The  Law  Alumni  Relation's 
office  is  available  to  help  you  with 
the  logistics  of  mailings  and  other 
aspects.  The  faculty  is  enthusiastic 
and  committed  to  visiting  your 
neighborhoods. 

Whatever  we  do,  we  all  must 
strive  to  do  the  best  we  can  and 
know  that  each  of  us  stands  side- 
by-side  on  a  daily  basis.  People  are 
watching  and  we  are  inextricably 
intertwined  with  juris  doctorate 
degrees  from  our  Law  School.  It 


gave  us  the  credentials  and  skills  to 
serve;  now  it  is  our  time  to  give 
back  and  remember  the  great 
opportunities  and  challenges  ahead 
for  all  of  us. 

As  we  are  bombarded  on  a  daily 
basis  with  the  2000  presidential 
campaign,  remember  Dave  Barry's 
analysis  and  proudly  state:  Royal 
for  President!  Our  Law  School,  its 
faculty,  students,  and  especially 
alumni  have  all  that  it  takes  to 
make  our  legal  profession  and 
entire  community  a  better  and 
more  just  place.  Viva  la  Western 
New  England  College  Law  School.  ♦ 


Current  law  students  enjoy  the  service  and  convenience  of  a  food  cart  operated  by  ARAMARK,  the  College's  food  service  provider,  in  the  student  lounge. 
Whether  students  are  looking  for  coffee  and  bagels  in  the  morning,  grilled  sandwiches  at  lunchtime,  or  casseroles  in  the  evening,  a  hot  meal  is  always 
readily  at  hand. 
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Alumni  Notes 


Winter  1999 


M.  Gano  '85 


Robert  I.  Singer,  a  former  city  of  Springfield 
prosecutor  and  assistant  clerk  magistrate,  is 
enjoying  retirement,  his  grandchildren,  and 
building  model  airplanes.  Bob  and  his  wife, 
Becky,  recently  celebrated  their  46th  wedding 
anniversary. 

Alfredo  A.  Vivenzio  is  a  partner  in  the  Spring- 
field firm  of  Scibelli,  011ari&  Vivenzio,  P.C. 


Gerald  B.  Berg  has  been  named  Affiliate  of 
the  Year  by  the  Greater  Springfield  Associa- 
tion of  Realtors.  Gerald  has  a  solo  practice  in 
Springfield. 

The  new  First  Justice  of  the  Chicopee  District 
Court  is  Mary  Hurley-Marks  who  was  also  a 
former  mayor  of  Springfield. 

James  K.  Kelley  has  been  elected  to  his  fourth 
term  as  probate  judge  for  the  Probate  District 
of  Brooklyn,  CT.  He  is  also  serving  as  chair- 
man of  the  Connecticut  Probate  Assembly 
Editorial  Board  for  the  Probate  Law  Journal 
published  by  Quinnipiac  College  School  of 
Law. 

James  D.  Pagones  has  been  elected  to  a  ten- 
year  term  as  surrogate  judge  of  Dutchess 
County,  New  York.  In  addition.  Judge 
Pagones  will  be  cross  assigned  as  an  acting 
Supreme  Court  justice. 

Thomas  M.  Petronio  married  Elaine  Pinto  in 
July  1998.  Tom  is  an  associate  for  the  Law 
Office  of  Everett  A.  Petronio  in  Johnston,  RJ. 

Peter  S.  Rider  is  chief  organizer  for  the  AFL- 
CIO  in  Washington,  DC. 
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Groce  '97 


Stephen  M.  Rainaud  was  sworn  in  by  Gover- 
nor A.  Paul  Cellucci  as  an  associate  justice  of 
Probate  and  Family  Court.  He  will  serve  as 
circuit  judge  traveling  between  Northampton, 
Springfield,  Greenfield,  and  Pittsfield. 
Stephen  lives  in  South  Hadley  with  his  wife, 
Deborah,  and  their  three  children. 

Elliot  M.  Sherman  is  a  partner  in  the  Quincy 
firm  of  Baron,  Campbell,  L.L.P. 

Thomas  L.  Stevenson  was  re-elected  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 

1Q7H 

Rebekah  J.  Crampton  has  been  first  justice  in 
Juvenile  Court  since  1998. 

Maura  L.  Melley  is  senior  vice  president  for 
Government  Relations  at  Phoenix  Home  Life 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  in  Hartford. 

In  November  1998,  Anthony  F.  Simon  was 

elected  to  represent  the  40th  District  of  Hills- 
borough County,  New  Hampshire,  in  the 
State  House  of  Representatives  for  a  two-year 
term.  Anthony  is  in  private  practice  in  Man- 
chester. 


T0-70 


Leona  R  ittleman  is  the  tfen  of  the  Business  Divi- 
sion at  S]  ingfield  Technical  Community  College. 


Peoples  Bank  Board  of  Trustees  recently 
announced  the  promotion  of  Michael  J. 
Brennan  of  Chicopee,  MA,  as  senior  vice 
president  and  chief  financial  officer. 

Raytheon  Company  has  announced  the 
appointment  of  Dennis  M.  Donovan  as 
senior  vice  president  of  human  resources. 
Dennis  comes  to  Raytheon  from  General 
Electric  where  he  served  as  GE's  representa- 
tive to  Cornell  University,  and  GE's  senior 
vice  president  of  human  resources. 


D.  Massey  '98 


Randolph  C.  Lafferty,  a  partner  with  the 
Pleasantville,  NJ  firm  of  Youngblood,  Corco- 
ran, Aleli,  Lafferty,  Stackhouse,  Grossman  8c 
Gormley,  has  been  re-appointed  to  a  two-year 
term  on  the  New  Jersey  State  Bar  Associa- 
tions's  Board  of  Trustees. 

Anthony  F.  Slez,  Jr.,  practicing  with  the  West- 
port,  CT  firm  of  Caron  &  Fink,  heads  the 
firm's  federal  court  practice. 

ADP  in  Waltham,  MA,  is  where  you  will  find 
Yvonne  K.  Quist  working  these  days. 
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Terry  P.  Bottinelli  is  president  of  the  Bergen 
County  Bar  Association  and  has  been  reap- 
pointed for  a  third  term  as  a  municipal  judge. 
He  has  been  named  by  the  Supreme  Court  as 
a  special  master  in  ethics,  presiding  over 
complex  ethics  cases.  Terry,  wife  Maria,  and 
their  three  children  reside  in  Wyckoff,  NJ. 

Petra  Construction  Corporation  of  North 
Haven,  CT  has  announced  that  Marilyn  P. 
Douglas  has  joined  the  firm  as  a  vice  presi- 
dent. She  will  be  responsible  for  risk  manage- 
ment, human  resources,  and  compliance 
issues.  A  member  of  the  Connecticut  Bar, 
Marilyn  is  a  court  appointed  arbitrator,  board 
member  of  the  Middlesex  County  Bar  Associ- 
ation, and  a  board  member  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Defense  Lawyer's  Association  and  the 
Defense  Research  Institute. 


Peter  Elikann  '80,  and  Bonnie  Koneski-White  '86 
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Peter  T.  Elikann's  latest  book,  published  by 
Perseus  Books,  is  about  youth  crime  and  is 
titled  Superpredators:  The  Demonization  Of 
Our  Children  By  the  Law.  It  hit  the  book- 
stores in  May  1999.  A  criminal  defense 
attorney  in  Boston  and  Stamford,  CT,  he  is 
also  a  Court  TV  commentator  and  appears 
frequently  as  a  legal  analyst  on  MSNBC, 
CNBC,  and  the  Fox  News  Channel. 

David  M.  Felper  has  been  elected  chairman 
of  the  board  for  the  United  Way  of  Tri- 
County,  which  serves  33  towns  in  the  Assa- 
bet  Valley,  Beconsett  Valley,  Blackstone 
Valley,  and  the  Metro  Boston  area.  David 
also  serves  on  the  Labor  &  Employment 
Law  Section  Council  for  the  Massachusetts 
Bar  Association  and  continues  to  lecture 
and  publish  articles  on  topics  in  employ- 
ment law.  He  is  a  partner  in  the  Framing- 
ham,  MA,  office  of  Bowditch  &  Dewey. 

Stephen  K.  Hill  of  V^aterbury  Center,  VT, 
has  been  appointed  by  Governor  Howard 
Dean  as  one  of  four  veterans  to  serve  on  the 
Vermont  Veterans  Home  Board  of  Trustees. 

M.  Kathleen  Manley  is  one  of  three  new  judges 
sitting  in  Washington  County  Superior  Court  in 
Montpelier  and  District  and  Family  Court  in 
Barre,VT. 

John  J.  Rhodes  is  still  practicing  law,  but  is 
also  studying  for  his  Ph.D.  in  Law  Policy 
and  Society  at  Northeastern  University.  For- 
mer Massachusetts  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis  is  John's  advisor. 
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March  9,  1999,  was  a  day  of  celebration  as 
hundreds  watched  Governor  A.  Paul  Celucci 
swear  in  Richard  J.  Carey  as  an  associate 
justice  of  the  Northampton  District  Court. 
Richard  is  a  former  partner  in  the  Easthampton 
firm  of  Carey,  Carey  &  Carey. 

O.  James  Purnell  has  joined  the  Rockville, 
CT,  Public  Library's  Board  of  Trustees.  O.J., 
a  Vernon  lawyer,  is  a  regional  information 
manager  for  Lexis-Nexis  of  Dayton,  OH. 
Previously  he  was  a  reference  librarian  at 
the  University  of  Connecticut  Law  School 
and  director  of  information  services. 

We  have  heard  from  Michael  J.  Serduck  in 

Amherst,  MA.  Michael  has  a  general 
practice  and  is  also  very  active  in  church 
activities.  He  is  currently  chairman  of  the 
St.  Bridgid's  Pastoral  Council  in  Amherst. 


LawrenceT.  Cafero  was  re-elected  to  the 
Connecticut  State  Senate  from  District  7  by 
more  than  a  two-to-one  margin.  Larry  is 
also  associated  with  the  Hartford  firm  of 
Brown,  Rudnick,  Freed  &  Gesmer. 


Gale  D.  Candaras  was  re-elected  to  the 
Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives 
from  the  13th  Hampden  District. 

Former  assistant  district  attorney 
W.  Michael  Goggins  was  recently  sworn  in 
as  associate  justice  of  the  Northampton  Dis- 
trict Court  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Jane 
Swift.  Previously,  Mike  was  a  partner  in  the 
Northampton  firm  of  Maquire  and  Gog- 
gins. He  lives  in  Northampton  with  wife, 
Kimberly,  and  two  sons,  Sean  and  Robert. 

Arthur  F.  Haley  is  assistant  clerk  magistrate  for 
the  Massachusetts  District  Court  in  Gardner. 

Keith  A.  Hood  is  employed  by  the  City  of 
Worcester  in  the  Human  Resources  Office. 
Previously  Keith  was  with  the  Worcester 
City  Solicitors  Office. 

James  L.  Kraft  is  a  real  estate  attorney  and 
president  of  Kraft  Realty/Senior  Residential 
Services,  Ltd.,  a  Little  Falls,  NJ  based  broker- 
age and  development  company.  His  article 
"Breaking  Through  Roadblocks"  was  pub- 
lished in  the  November  1998  issue  of 
Urbanland  magazine. 

Wayne  D.  Lambert  is  a  surety  claims  man- 
ager with  Forcon  International  in  Avon,  CT. 

Tina  S.  Page  was  sworn  in  by  Massachusetts 
Governor  A.  Paul  Cellucci  on  Wednesday, 
January  27,  1999,  in  the  Sheraton  Hotel 
Grand  Ballroom  followed  by  a  reception 
attended  by  500  guests.  Judge  Page  was  the 
guest  speaker  for  the  Class  of  '02  Orienta- 
tion Dinner  at  the  College. 

Michael  B.  Powers  is  a  partner  at  Phillips, 
Lytle,  Hitchcock,  Blaine  &  Huber  LLP  in 
Buffalo.  He  is  legal  counsel  for  the  Make-A- 
Wish  Foundation,  director  of  the  YMCA, 
Director  of  the  Erie  County  Bar  Association, 
and  commissioner  and  coach  of  Clarence 
Little  League  Football  Association.  He  was 
recently  featured  on  Australian  National 
Television  regarding  hunting  and  firearms 
issues.  Michael  and  his  family  enjoy  water 
and  snow  skiing,  cross-country  ski 
marathons,  triathlons,  hunting  in  Australia, 
Africa,  Alaska,  and  throughout  the  United 
States. 


The  LawSchool  is  proud  to  announce  its 
newest  judge,  William  J.  Boyle  was  sworn  in 
August  3  in  Springfield  as  an  associate  jus- 
tice of  the  Springfield  District  Court. 

Laura  Fredricks  is  the  director  of  major 
gifts  at  Temple  University  for  all  the  univer- 
sity's graduate  and  undergraduate  pro- 
grams. She  is  also  teaching  non-profit 
management  courses  at  Duke  University 
and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

Patricia  T.  Martinelli  is  associate  city  solici- 
tor for  the  City  of  Springfield. 

Melinda  M.  Phelps,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 

Keyes  and  Donnellan,  PC,  has  been  named 
to  the  Springfield  Police  Commission  by 
Mayor  Michael  J.  Albano. 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for  Edward  M. 
Pikula  who  was  named  a  partner  in  the 
Springfield  firm  of  Cohen,  Rosenthal,  P.C. 
Ed  is  a  former  city  solicitor  for  Springfield. 

Robin  Stein  Cardella  is  an  assistant  vice 
president  for  Old  Republic  National  Title 
Insurance  Company  in  FL. 


Hugh  W.  Barber  has  joined  SVE 
Associates,  a  division  of  Cersosimo,  in 
Brattleboro,  VT.  In  his  new  role  as 
manager-customer  relations,  Hugh  will  be 
responsible  for  increasing  market  share  in 
the  tri-state  region. 

M.  Christine  Corridan  Burt,  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  Edward  C.  Burt,  Jr.,  P.C,  in 
Hamden,  has  recently  been  appointed  a 
family  support  magistrate  for  the  Superior 
Court  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  by  Gover- 
nor John  Rowland. 

Alfred  J.  Geoffrion,  Jr.  is  in  private  practice 
in  Springfield,  specializing  in  elder,  crimi- 
nal, real  estate  and  trusts,  and  estates  law. 

John  A.  Kissel  was  re-elected  by  an  almost 
two-to-one  margin  to  the  Connecticut  State 
House  from  District  142. 

Joanne  Kuzmeski-Jackson  has  formed  a 
partnership  with  David  J.  Dacyczyn  in 
Greenfield,  MA,  specializing  in  family,  real 
estate,  probate,  and  workmen's  compensa- 
tion law.  Joanne  and  her  husband  Sergeant 
James  Jackson,  Jr.,  live  with  their  children, 
Abigail  and  Noah,  in  Sunderland,  MA. 
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Robert  M.  LaRose  is  now  trial  counsel  at 
Genovese,  Vehslage  and  LaRose,  a  Firemen's 
Fund  Staff  Counsel  Office,  in  Farmington, 
CT.  His  wife,  Michele,  is  head  of  Reader  Ser- 
vices at  the  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  Library. 

Matthew  H.  Thomsen  is  a  partner  in  the 
Westerly,  RI,  firm  of  Thornton  &  Thomsen. 

Michael  E.  Tucker  has  joined  the  Easthamp- 
ton  Savings  Bank  as  vice-president  and  general 
counsel,  CRA  officer,  and  compliance  officer. 


Natioiial^fe  Insurance  Company  based  in 
Montpelier,  VT,  has  named  Michele  S.  Gatto 
senior  vice  president  and  general  counsel.  In 
her  new  position  Michele  will  be  a  key 
member  of  the  company's  senior  manage- 
ment team  and  will  be  responsible  for  all  of 
National  Life's  legal  affairs. 

Alan  Seewald,  a  partner  in  the  Amherst  firm 
of  Seewald,  Collins  and  Jankowski,  P.C.,  has 
been  appointed  town  counsel  for  Amherst,  MA. 


H.  Clark  Abbott  is  associated  with  the  Ellis 
Title  Company,  Inc.  in  Springfield. 

Mark  S.  Gilcreast  is  an  associate  with  the 
Law  Office  of  Roger  L.  Brewer  in  Shelton,  CT. 

Jonathan  R.  Goldsmith,  a  former  partner  in 
the  Springfield  firm  of  Hendell  &  Collins  & 
Newton,  PC  has  opened  a  solo  practice  in 
Springfield. 

H.  James  Haselkamp,  Jr.  is  director  of 
human  resources  for  the  city  of  Stamford,  CT. 

Neva  Kaufman  Rohan  and  her  husband, 
Joseph,  welcomed  their  children,  Katherine 
and  Steven,  upon  their  adoption  from  Cen- 
tral America.  Neva  is  a  partner  in  the 
Springfield  firm  of  Robinson,  Donovan, 
Madden  and  Barry. 

Kevin  Kennedy  has  been  re-elected  judge  of 
probate  for  the  District  of  Colchester  for  a 
fourth  term.  He  is  on  the  faculty  of  the 
Connecticut  Police  Academy  where  he 
teaches  law,  evidence,  and  trial  preparation. 
He  also  practices  law  in  Colchester,  CT. 

Timothy  P.  Mazzara  is  comanaging  attorney 
for  the  Hauppauge,  NY,  firm  of  Flanagan, 
Mazzara  &  Fitzgerald. 


Donna  McNulty  Reinbolt  writes  to  us  from 
London  to  say  she  and  her  husband,  Paul, 
are  delighted  to  announce  the  birth  of  their 
second  son,  Jake  Christian.  Jake  joins  big 
brother,  Robert  3  1/2.  Donna  has  also  offered 
to  help  us  with  recruiting  in  England. 

Major  Brian  T.  Palmer  is  a  legal  advisor  for 
the  US.  European  Command  in  Stuttgart, 
Germany.  Previously  he  was  with  the  U.S. 
Marine  Corps  Judge  Advocate  Division 
Headquarters  at  the  Pentagon. 

Ralph  W.  Sargent,  partner  in  the  Worcester 
firm  of  Ball  &  Sargent,  was  named  the  grand 
marshal  of  the  Worcester  St.  Patrick's  Day 
Parade.  Ralph  "Bud"  is  also  known  for  his 
15  years  as  the  host  of  WCUW-FM's  "Four 
Green  Fields"  and  more  recently  "The  Celtic 
Connection,"  both  featuring  Irish  music. 

Nancy  Winkelman  has  been  appointed  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Bancroft  Schools 
and  Communities.  Bancroft  Schools  and 
Communities  provide  educational,  residen- 
tial, vocational,  and  rehabilitative  services  to 
children  and  adults  who  have  developmental 
and  acquired  disabilities.  Nancy  is  a  partner 
in  the  litigation  department  of  the  Philadel- 
phia firm  of  Schnader,  Harrison,  Segal  & 
Lewis  LLP  where  she  is  cochair  of  the  firm's 
Pro  Bono  and  Recruiting  Committees. 


Having  left  the  Columbia  Development  Group 
in  Albany,  Nia  C.  Cholalds  is  now  in  solo  prac- 
tice in  Rensselaer,  NY.  Nia  practices  real  estate, 
environmental,  and  commercial  law. 

Re-elected  to  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  his  third  term  from  the  2nd  dis- 
trict of  Hampden  County  is  Daniel  P.  Keenan. 

Claire  L.  Thompson  of  the  Springfield  firm 
of  Doherty,  Wallace,  Pillsbury  and  Murphy, 
PC.  has  been  retained  to  represent  the  Lud- 
low Public  School  System  in  special  educa- 
tion and  school  discipline  matters.  Claire 
formerly  served  as  a  special  education  teacher. 

Cohen,  Rosenthal  P.C.  of  Springfield 
announced  recently  that  Donna  L.  Wexler 
has  joined  the  firm.  Formerly  associated 
with  Murray,  Fitzgerald  &  Donahue  and  the 
Law  Offices  of  William  J.  Murray,  Donna 
has  extensive  experience  in  the  areas  of  real 
estate,  domestic  relations,  estate  planning, 
and  administration  and  commercial  lend- 
ing. She  resides  in  Longmeadow  with  her 
husband  and  son. 
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David  S.  Bernstein  was  named  counsel  to 
the  Roseland,  NJ,  firm  of  Brach,  Eichler, 
Rosenberg,  Silver,  Bernstein,  Hammer  &  Glad- 
stone, P.C.  He  concentrates  in  civil  litigation. 


Eric  C.  Brousaides  is  practicing  special  edu- 
cation law  at  the  firm  of  Reese  and  Carney 
in  Columbia,  MD. 

Charles  J.  Dowd,  Jr.  general  manager  of  the 
Bridgeport  Bluefish  Professional  Baseball 
Club,  a  charter  team  in  the  Atlantic  League 
of  Professional  Baseball,  was  named  Atlantic 
League  Executive  of  the  Year.  Charles  was 
general  manager  of  the  Double  A  New 
Haven  Ravens  for  four  seasons  from  1994- 
97.  He  was  the  first  and  only  general  man- 
ager of  the  Ravens  until  this  past  season. 

Joan  J.  Escoffery  is  working  for  the  United 
States  Department  of  Labor  in  Boston,  MA. 

Edward  W.  Gasser  has  opened  his  own  solo 
practice  in  Avon,  CT.  Previously  he  was  an 
associate  with  Skelley  Rottner  P.C.  in  West 
Hartford. 
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eanne  M.  Camara  is  gjy^ramii 


Jeanne  M.  Camara  is  ajy€3ministrator  for 

Women's  In  Patient  Services  at  Lehigh  Valley 
Hospital  in  Allentown,  PA. 

George  B.  Cannon  contacted  us  to  say  he  is 
practicing  juvenile  law  in  Hampden  County. 

Donna  M.  Case-Rossato  is  vice  president 
and  legal  counsel  for  First  Nationwide 
Mortgage  Corporation  in  Frederick,  MD. 


Congratulations  go  to  Douglas  A.  Fleming 
who  has  been  appointed  chair  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bar  Association's  Taxation  Section 
Council  and  also  appointed  as  an  editor  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bar  Association's  Law 
Review.  Doug  is  a  partner  in  the  Boston  firm 
of  Fleming  &  O'  Neill,  P.C.  practicing  finance 
and  securities,  tax,  business,  and  corporate  law. 

The  New  York  Bar  Association  honored  Robert 
A.  Glick  with  the  Young  Attorney  of  the  Year 
Award  in  the  torts  and  insurance  law  section. 

Safe  Alternatives  Corporation  of  America 
Inc.  has  announced  the  addition  of  James  R. 
Hastings  to  its  Board  of  Directors.  Jim  is  a 
cofounder  of  Select  Counsel,  a  lawyer  refer- 
ral service,  and  a  consultant  for  Strategic  Plan- 
ning for  the  Limited  Inc.  He  is  also  codirector 
of  the  National  Relocation  Services  Inc. 
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Sandra  Jenkins-Bryant  and  husband, 
Michael  E.  Bryant,  announce  the  birth  of 
their  second  son,  Zachary  Raymond,  born 
on  March  27,  1998. 

David  W.  Ostrander  and  his  wife,  Brigitte 
A.  Lennon,  have  a  daughter,  Emma.  David  is 
one  of  four  U.S.  Bankruptcy  Trustees 
appointed  by  the  Bankruptcy  Court  to  han- 
dle cases  in  Hampden,  Hampshire,  and 
Franklin  counties. 

Fernando  A.  Ruiz  has  received  the  Navy  and 
Marine  Corps  Commendation  Medal  while 
assigned  to  Naval  and  Marine  Corps 
Reserve  Center,  Columbus,  OH.  Serving  as 
the  officer-in-charge  of  the  Naval  Reserve 
Advanced  Base  Functional  Component,  Fer- 
nando relentlessly  pursued  all  meaningful 
training  opportunities,  including  major  fleet 
exercises  and  local  resources.  He  is  currendy 
serving  as  a  staff  officer  at  the  Battle  Creek, 
MI,  Reserve  Center. 

Lisa  Brod^-'Mc^Mi  begins  a  one-year  term 
in  March  2000  as  president  of  the  1,000- 
member  Massachusetts  Women's  Bar  Associ- 
ation. Lisa  is  a  partner  in  Brooks,  Sanborn, 
Smith  &  Brodeur-McGan  of  Springfield. 

Donna  J.  Burpee-Nicholson  has  worked  in 
law  enforcement  and  law  and  now  is  the 
coordinator  of  the  criminal  justice  depart- 
ment at  Manchester  Community  Technical 
College  in  CT.  She  is  also  using  her  eclectic 
background  and  interest  in  community 
policing  at  the  national  level  as  a  consultant 
and  facilitator  to  the  Department  of  Justice's 
Community  Policing  Consortium  which  is 
funded  by  the  Justice  Department. 

Debra  A.  Conner  has  recently  accepted  a 
position  as  associate  counsel  providing  legal 
support  to  the  Employee  Benefits  Division 
of  The  Hartford  in  Simsbury,  CT. 

Richard  H.  Kosakowski  is  assistant  patent  coun- 
sel for  Pratt  &  Whimey  in  West  Palm  Beach,  FL. 

Stephen  L.  Rockmacher  is  in-house  council 
with  Environmental  Products  &  Services, 
Inc.  in  their  Albany  branch  office.  He  has 
been  with  the  company  for  eight  years  and 
is  in  charge  of  the  company's  legal  affairs. 

Bernard  J.  Romani  is  a  partner  in  the  West- 
field,  MA  firm  of  Bohnet  &  Romani,  P.A. 

Michael  R.  SiddaU  has  become  a  partner  in 
the  Springfield  firm  of  Annino,  Draper  & 
Moore,  P.C.  He  will  continue  his  concentra- 
tion in  real  estate,  business,  and  estate  plan- 
ning matters. 
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Brian  G.  Figy  received  the  1998  Outstand- 
ing Achievement  Award  for  exceptional  liti- 
gation from  the  State  Public  Defender 
Board  of  Wisconsin. 


Thomas  F.  Garner  is  of  counsel  for  the 
Daniel  S.  Ross  firm  in  Middleburgh,  NY. 

Laura  Garvey  Engel  and  her  husband,  Jim, 
welcomed  home  their  first  child,  Matthew, 
in  March  1999. 

Mark  A.  Goldstein  has  opened  a  solo  prac- 
tice in  Gardner,  MA. 

Joshua  Hawks-Ladds  has  become  a  partner 
in  the  Hartford  firm  of  Sorokin,  Gross  & 
Hyde,  P.C.  Joshua  has  been  elected  to  a  sec- 
ond term  to  the  Town  of  Bolton,  CT,  Plan- 
ning and  Zoning  Commission  and 
appointed  director  of  the  March  of  Dimes, 
Connecticut  Chapter.  In  April,  Joshua  his 
wife,  Christine,  welcomed  Noah  William  to 
their  family.  The  couple  also  have  a  daugh- 
ter, Victoria  Rose. 

John  M.  Henry  is  a  staff  judge  advocate  with 
The  Basic  School/Marine  Corps  Combat 
Development  Command  at  Quantico,  VA. 

William  P.  Hunt  III  wrote  to  tell  us  he  has 
joined  Level  3  Communications  LLC  in 
LouisviUe,  CO  as  regulatory  counsel  respon- 
sible for  state,  federal,  and  international  reg- 
ulatory issues. 

Joseph  Kershenbaum,  a  solo  attorney  in 
South  Windsor,  CT,  has  been  published  in 
The  National  Law  Journal,  Massachusetts 
Law  Review,  New  York  State  Bar  Journal, 
Connecticut  Lawyer,  and  The  Vermont  Bar 
Journal  and  Law  Digest.  Joe  is  a  former  asso- 
ciate at  Day,  Berry  &  Howard  in  CT. 

On  September  1,  1999,  David  S.  Landry 
became  magistrate  judge  for  the  Third  Judi- 
cial District  in  Alaska. 

Terrence  E.  Livingston,  after  being  recog- 
nized by  the  Honorable  Daryl  Buchanan, 
president  of  the  Rhode  Island  Department 
of  Commerce  as  the  top  sports  agent  in 
Rhode  Island,  has  decided  to  leave  his  solo 
practice  and  enlist  in  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps. 

Beth  Ann  Locke  is  working  for  the  Massa- 
chusetts Department  of  Social  Services. 

You  will  find  Elaine  R.  Tata  at  The  Hartford 
in  Hartford,  CT. 


Carolyn  F.  Anderson  is  an  assistant  commission 
counsel  with  the  State  of  Q)nnecticut  (Commis- 
sion on  Human  Rights  and  Opportunities. 

Russell  F.  Denver,  president  of  the  Spring- 
field Chamber  of  Commerce,  has  been 
appointed  to  a  three-year  term  on  the  Board 
of  Trustees  for  the  Willie  Ross  School  for 
the  Deaf  in  Longmeadow,  MA. 

Gretchen  Hellauer  Magel  and  her  husband, 
Thomas,  welcomed  their  son,  Andrew,  on 
January  9,  1999.  Gretchen  is  an  assistant 
clerk  at  Milford  Superior  Court  in  CT. 

Jon  C.  Leary  is  a  partner  in  the  Newington, 
CT  firm  of  Kablik  &  Leary,  RC. 

Jason  P.  Lisi  married  Kristine  Coughlan  in 
August,  1998.  Timothy  L.  O'Keefe  '92  and  J. 
David  Dee  '93  were  in  the  wedding  party.  Jason 
is  with  Surgent  and  Associates  in  Devon,  PA. 

Allan  B.  Rappleyea  has  been  named  a  part- 
ner in  the  Poughkeepsie  firm  of  Gorbally, 
Gartland  &  Rappleyea. 

Mary  Reed  Norton  is  an  associate  with  the  Law 
Offices  of  Carlos  M.  Gomez  in  Springfield. 

William  E.  Rooney  has  been  named  a  part- 
ner in  the  Holyoke  firm  of  Chartier,  Ogan, 
Brady,  Lukakis,  Shute  and  Emma.  William 
will  continue  to  specialize  in  civil  litigation,  per- 
sonal injury,  estate  planning,  and  real  estate. 

Daniel  H.  Schneider  recently  founded  the 
firm  of  Tieman  &  Schneider,  LLC  in  Hunt- 
ington, CT.  The  firm  specializes  in  labor  and 
employment  law  and  civil  litigation  in  state 
and  federal  court. 

Luis  R.  Vera,  Jr.  hosted  an  alumni  dinner  at 
Boudros  Restaurant  in  San  Antonio  on  April 
20,  1999.  Assistant  Dean  and  Director  of 
Career  Services  Chellie  Allen,  and  Assistant 
Director  of  Career  Services  MeUssa  Johnston, 
were  in  San  Antonio  for  a  NALP  conference 
and  joined  Luis,  Karen  M.  Rolfini  '94, 
her  husband  Eric  D.  Beckenstein  '95, 
Jack  Q.  Nichols  '97,  and  Joe  J.  Ponce  '97 
for  a  wonderfiil  evening. 

Jerry  A.  Belair  is  good  at  pushing  Green 
Eggs  and  Ham.  Jerry's  Restaurant  opened  in 
June  1999  across  the  way  from  Mulberry 
Street  for  which  Dr.  Seuss  wrote  the  book 
called  And  to  Think  That  I  Saw  It  on  Mul- 
berry Street.  Jerry  also  owns  Meredith  Realty 
in  Springfield. 
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Martha  Deneen  McKeon,  formerly  associ- 
ated with  Day,  Berry  &  Howard,  is  a  vice 
president  for  Nations  Credit  Commercial 
Corporation  in  Wilton,  CT. 

James  J.  Donnellan  of  Danbury,  CT,  was  pro- 
moted to  a  manger  in  PricewaterhouseCoopers 
international  tax  services  practice.  He  joined 
the  company  in  1997  as  a  supervising  senior. 

Dean  A.  Dulchinos  is  focusing  his  area  of 
practice  on  commercial  real  estate  based 
lending  and  capital  markets  transactions  as 
counsel  in  the  Law  Division  of  MassMutual 
Life  Insurance  Company  in  Springfield,  MA. 

Marylou  Fabbo  has  been  elected  to  the 
board  of  directors  of  Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters 
of  Hampden  County.  She  practices  employ- 
ment law  at  the  Springfield  firm  of  Skoler, 
Abbot  and  Presser  P.C. 

Kori  M.  Johanson  is  employed  as  counsel 
with  Travelers  Property  Casualty  in  Hartford. 
Kori,  her  husband,  James  P.  Puhala  III  '94, 
and  daughter,  Tate,  live  in  East  Granby,  CT. 

Martin  P.  Murphy,  Jr.  is  president  of  Handy- 
house,  Inc.  in  Foxboro,  MA.  Marty  said  he 
would  enjoy  hearing  from  former  classmates 
and  can  be  found  on  our  law  school  website 
www.law.wnec.edu. 

Patrick  J.  O'Shea  is  an  associate  with 
Samuels,  Gauthier  &  Stevens,  LLP  in  Boston. 

Katlileen  Stone-Harrington  is  working  for 
the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Social  Ser- 
vices in  Springfield. 

Richard  Vuernick  has  been  named  a  deputy 
attorney  general  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 
Rich  makes  his  home  in  Vernon. 

Massagbosetts  Governor  A.  Paul  Celucci  has 
appointed  Scott  R.  Chapman  to  the  Gover- 
nor's Juvenile  Justice  Advisory  Committee. 
The  committee  is  charged  with  the  responsi- 
bility to  coordinate  juvenile  justice  efforts  in 
the  Commonwealth.  Scott  is  deputy  general 
counsel  for  the  Massachusetts  Executive 
Office  of  Public  Safety  in  Chelsea. 

Kimberly  K.  Dunn  has  accepted  a  position 
with  Integrated  Disability  Resources  in 
Windsor,  CT. 

The  Community  Educator/Volunteer  Coor- 
dinator for  STOP  Domestic  Violence  in 
Plattsburgh,  NY,  is  Lisa  Ghenoiu. 


Tracey  Isaac  Goldstein  is  now  associated 
with  the  firm  of  Chapman,  Henkoff,  Kessler, 
Peduto  &  Saffer  in  Roseland,  NJ.  Tracey  is  a 
very  active  and  supportive  member  of  the 
New  Jersey  Alumni  Chapter  of  the  Western 
New  England  College  School  of  Law  Alumni 
Association. 

Elizabeth  A.  Martineau,  captain  in  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps  Reserve,  was 
recently  awarded  a  Commendation  Medal  by 
the  U.S.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  her  service 
as  a  Special  Assistant  U.S.  Attorney  at 
Marine  Corps  base  Camp  Lejeune  in  North 
Carolina.  She  was  honored  for  successfully 
prosecuting  more  than  50  felonies  as  a  fed- 
eral prosecutor  and  also  for  coordinating  a 
joint  juvenile  diversion  program  between  the 
Marine  Corps  base  and  the  Onslow  County 
Youth  Services.  Elizabeth  is  currently  work- 
ing as  a  defense  attorney  for  a  law  firm  in 
Charlotte,  NC. 

Tracie  L.  Molinaro-Grube  is  an  assistant 
clerk  with  the  State  of  Connecticut  Judicial 
Department  in  Putnam,  CT.  Tracie  and  her 
husband,  Michael,  live  in  Hartford. 

Julie  S.  Morrill  is  an  associate  with  Morrill  & 
Lamarrine  Attorneys  at  Law  in  Southbridge,  MA 

Michele  Olsen  Lyons  is  practicing  with 
McGraU,  CarroU  &  Paris,  P.C.  in  Branford,  CT. 

Matthew  H.  Pitta  has  been  honored  by  the 

The  Radio  and  Television  News  Directors 
Association  as  a  regional  winner  in  the 
Edward  R.  Murrow  Awards  Competition. 
Matt  is  director  of  news  and  public  affairs  at 
Sandab  Communications  in  Hyannis.  The 
company  operates  WQRC  99.9  FM  and 
WOCN  103.9  FM  on  Cape  Cod  and  two 
radio  stations  in  Florida. 

A  new  associate  at  Karanian,  Petroski  &  Rizzi 
in  New  Britain,  CT,  is  Joseph  M.  Szalay. 

Claire  C.  Twerdy  has  became  the  first  judge 
of  a  merged  probate  court  for  Coventry  and 
Mansfield,  CT.  She  is  an  associate  with  Dwyer, 
Sheridan  and  Fitzgerald  in  Glastonbury,  CT. 

Connecticut  Governor  John  G.  Rowland,  has 
appointed  Donna  Maria  Wilkerson  as  one 
of  the  seven  new  human  rights  referees  for 
the  Commission  on  Human  Rights  and 
Opportunities.  Donna  left  private  practice 
after  four  years. 

Randall  E.  Winn  is  the  webmaster  for  the 
Washington  State  Bar  Association  in  Seatde. 

Christopher  R.  Wolf  is  with  Julien  J.  Studley, 
Inc.  National  Accounts  in  McLean,  VA. 


Chris's  areas  of  practice  are  real  estate  and 
environmental  law. 

Charles  P.  Abate  is  now  a  partner  in  Abate  & 
Abate  located  in  Stamford,  CT. 

Kimberly  Baker-Herman  is  practicing  intel- 
lectual property  law  at  Goodwin,  Procter  & 
Hoar,  LLP  in  Boston,  MA. 

Theresa  A.  Barrett  is  employed  at  UNICARE 
Life  &  Health  Insurance  Company  in  Springfield. 

Solo  practitioner  Lisa  M.  Beauvais  is  prac- 
ticing mental  health  and  probate  law  in  West 
Springfield,  MA. 

Gina  Cinelli  Birchall  is  practicing  insurance 
law  at  Berkshire  Life  Insurance  in  Pittsfield. 
She  was  previously  associated  with  San- 
taniello,  Posnik  &  Basile  in  Springfield. 

After  leaving  the  City  of  Springfield  Police 
Department,  John  M.  Claffey  has  opened  a 
solo  practice  in  Springfield.  John  and  his 
family  reside  in  East  Longmeadow,  MA. 

Cheryl  R.  David  is  an  associate  with  the  New 
York  firm  of  Bretz  &  Coven.  She  is  also 
interim  president  of  the  New  York  Metropoli- 
tan Area  Chapter  of  the  Law  Alumni  Association. 

Cheryl  J.  Dunn  has  been  appointed  to  the  20- 
member  Strategic  Planning  Committee  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bar  Association.  Cheryl  is  an  asso- 
ciate at  Bacon  &  Wilson,  P.C.  in  Springfield. 


Cheryl  J.  Dunn  '95,  Kim  M.  Larkin,  and  Suzanne  S. 
Davis  '85,  were  the  three  presenters  at  a  Massa- 
chusetts Bar  Association  program  "Practice  and 
Procedure  Before  the  Division  of  Medical  Assis- 
tance Board  of  Hearings"  held  on  April  28  at  the 
School  of  Law. 

Mary  B.  Fortier  is  an  associate  with  the 
Hartford,  CT  firm  of  Chadwick,  Libbey, 
Szilagyi  &  Stone. 

Kevin  J.  Greene  is  practicing  at  the 
Hartford,  CT  firm  of  Halloran  &  Sage. 

The  Reardon  Law  Firm  of  New  London,  CT, 
announces  that  Gary  W.  Huebner  of  Ston- 
ington  has  joined  the  firm.  Gary  is  practicing 
in  the  areas  of  workers'  compensation  and 
the  representation  of  injured  parties  before 
state  and  federal  courts. 
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Melissa  A.  Knopp  is  staff  counsel  for  the 
Ohio  Supreme  Court.  Her  areas  of  responsi- 
bility include  serving  as  counsel  to  the 
Court's  Commission  of  Professionalism; 
Committee  for  Lawyer  Referral  and  Infor- 
mation Services;  Domestic  Violence  Task 
Force;  and  the  Standard  Forms  Committee, 
which  handles  all  domestic  violence  and 
stalking  forms.  Prior  to  working  in  the 
court,  Melissa  served  as  a  magistrate  in  the 
Butler  County,  Ohio  Probate  Court. 

The  Certified  Financial  Planner  Board  of 
Standards  recently  announced  that  Thomas 
P.  Langdon,  CFP,  has  been  elected  to  serve  a 
three-year  term  on  the  board  of  examiners. 
Tom  is  a  prolific  author,  lecturer,  and  profes- 
sional speaker.  Professional  awards  include 
the  CFP  Board's  1997  Meritorious  Financial 
Planning  Article  Award  and  the  1996  Excel- 
lence in  Writing  Award,  given  by  The  Ameri- 
can Bar  Association  Probate  and  Property 
Practice  Section. 

Keith  Marks  and  Kristen  Neary  were  married 
in  Lakeville,  CT,  July  18,  1998.  Keith  is  an 
associate  at  Day,  Berry  &  Howard  in  Hartford. 

Dennis  M.  McManus  is  an  associate  with 
Bromson  &  Reiner  in  Windsor  Locks,  CT. 

Michele  J.  Phelps  recently  married  Christo- 
pher R.  Orszak.  She  is  an  attorney  with 
Executive  Risk  in  Simsbury,  CT. 

Having  passed  the  Kansas  Bar  in  1999, 
Heather  A.  Prendergast  is  now  licensed  in 
Illinois  and  Missouri  as  well.  She  is  an  asso- 
ciate with  the  Joplin,  MO,  firm  of  Blanchard, 
Robertson,  Mitchell  &  Canter,  PC. 

The  new  associate  at  Miller,  Turetsky,  Rule  & 
McLennan  in  Norristown,  PA,  is  Eric  L.  Ring. 

Cheryl  A.  Rivera  was  re-elected  to  the  Mass- 
achusetts House  of  Representatives  from  the 
10th  Hampden  District. 

Steven  K.  Sanborn  has  been  named  partner 
in  the  Raleigh  firm  of  Hollowell,  Peacock  & 
Meyer,  PA.  He  specializes  in  health  and  hos- 
pital law.  Steven  also  recently  became 
licensed  in  Maine. 

Charles  S.  Simulis  is  a  senior  tax  specialist 
with  KPMG  Peat  Marwick,  UJP  in  Boston. 


Previously,  Lillian  was  with  Arthur  Andersen 
LLP  in  Hartford. 

Daniel  E.  Bruso  will  be  returning  to  his 
undergraduate  school,  Worcester  Polytechnic 
Institute,  to  begin  review  for  the  Patent  Bar. 
Dan  concentrates  in  creditors'  rights  and 
intellectual  property  as  an  associate  at  Coo- 
ley,  Shrair,  P.C.  in  Springfield. 

Gerard  S.  Collins  is  associated  with  the 
Springfield  firm  of  O'Connell,  Flaherty  & 
Allmore  where  he  is  practicing  civil  litigation 
and  insurance  defense  work. 


Susan  G.  Fentin 

recently  became  a 
new  member  of 
the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  West- 
ern New  England 
College. 


Dawn  M.  Gallo  is  a  deputy  assistant  state's 
attorney  for  the  Connecticut  Office  of  the 
Chief  State's  Attorney  in  Rocky  Hill,  CT. 

The  firm  of  Whiteman,  Osterman  &  Hanna 
in  Albany  announces  that  Robert  Hussar 
has  been  named  associate  of  the  firm's 
Health  Care  Practice  Group.  Prior  to  joining 
the  firm,  Robert  served  as  assistant  counsel 
in  the  New  York  State  Governor's  Office  of 
Regulatory  Reform  and  as  a  contract  admin- 
istrator for  Lockheed  Martin. 

David  A.  Young  won  election  by  a  substantial 
margin  to  the  New  Hampshire  House  for  Dis- 
trict 6  covering  Charlestovra  and  Langdon. 
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Karin  Sl^an  is  fiow  an  associate  with 
Delaney  &  O'Connor,  LLP  in  Syracuse,  NY. 

Lillian  Alswanger  is  a  tax  accountant  for 
The  Hartford's  Equity  Products  area. 


Former  Law  Review  member  Christopher  S. 
Acquanita,  is  an  associate  with  the  Milford  , 
CT  firm  of  Jacobi,  Kappel  &  Case,  P.C. 

Joseph  M.  Appel  is  an  associate  with  Bour- 
geois, Dresser  &  White  in  Worcester,  MA.  Joe 
previously  was  a  judicial  law  clerk  for  the 
Massachusetts  Superior  Court  in  Boston,  MA. 

David  M.  Bastiaans  is  an  associate  with  the 
Virginia  Beach,  VA  firm  of  Wolcott,  Rivers, 
Wheary,  Bosnight  &  Kelly,  P.C. 

James  J.  Bregianes  has  joined  the  Springfield 
law  firm  of  Doherty,  Wallace,  Pillsbury  & 
Murphy  P.C.  as  an  associate  attorney.  Previ- 
ously Jim  served  as  a  Hampden  County 
assistant  district  attorney. 

Former  English  teacher  Dawn  E  Caradonna  has 
opened  a  solo  practice  in  Peterborough,  NH. 


Robert  L.  Chesbro,  a  rural  letter  carrier  for 
the  U.S.  Postal  Service  for  15  years,  has 
established  a  general  law  practice  in  North 
Adams,  MA.  He  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  live 
in  Williamstown,  MA. 

Margaret  Easton  Watson  was  recently  married 
to  Richard  Watson.  She  is  now  an  associate 
with  Shapiro,  Israel  &  Weiner,  P.C.  in 
Boston,  MA. 

Anna  M.  Gustafson,  after  serving  as  a  judi- 
cial law  clerk  for  the  Connecticut  Supreme 
Court,  is  now  an  associate  with  the  Hartford 
firm  of  Hebb  8<  Gidin. 

Sheila  M.  Hemeon-Heyer  is  in-house  coun- 
sel for  Medical  Device  Consultants,  Inc.  in 
North  Attleboro,  MA.  Sheila,  her  husband, 
and  their  three  boys  reside  in  Amherst,  MA. 

Kimberly  B.  Holmes  has  joined  the  Hartford 
office  of  Jackson,  Lewis,  Schnitzler  &  Krupman. 

Richard  L.  LaRose  contacted  us  recently  to 
tell  us  he  is  an  associate  with  the  Albany  firm 
of  Stockton,  Barker  &  Mead.  Rick's  area  of 
practice  is  worker's  compensation. 

Preeti  Makan  is  a  staff  attorney  at  Saga 
Software,  based  in  Reston,  VA. 

Recently  married,  Rita  M.  Mascellino  is  now 

Rita  M.  Aquilio.  Rita  and  her  husband  make 
their  home  in  MontvUle,  NJ. 

James  J.  Merrick,  Jr.  is  with  the  Connecticut 
Appellate  Court  in  Hartford,  CT. 

After  leaving  3M  Company  in  St.  Paul, 
Angela  D.  Ober  is  now  an  associate  with 
O'Brien,  Tanski  &  Young  in  Hartford,  CT. 

George  A.  Pelletier,  Jr.  has  been  appointed 
administrative  aide  to  Rep.  Gale  D.  Candaras 
'82,ofWilbraham,MA 

Chloe  Elizabeth  was  welcomed  by  her  two 
brothers,  mom,  Alison,  and  proud  dad, 
Mark  A.  Petraske,  on  February  28,  1999. 
Mark  has  joined  the  law  firm  of  Buckley  & 
Theroux  in  Princeton,  NJ,  where  he  practices 
medical  malpractice  defense. 

Thomas  W.  Rumbolt  has  opened  a  general 
practice  focusing  on  wills  and  real  estate  law 
in  North  Adams,  MA,  where  he  lives  with  his 
wife,  Maryjane,  and  son,  Logan. 

Elizabeth  R.  Shew  is  the  director  of  Food 
and  Nutrition  Services  at  Inland  Hospital  in 
Waterville,  ME.  She  and  her  husband, 
Timothy  Gumming,  are  the  parents  of 
William,  3,  and  Margaret,  2. 
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Jennifer  A.  Thorn  has  become  an  associate 
with  Shapiro,  Beilly,  Rosenberg,  Aronowitz, 
Levy  &  Fox  in  New  York  City. 

Andrea  Tichy  Parenti  is  an  associate  at  Dil- 
lon, McLandless,  King,  Coulter  &  Graham, 
LLP  in  Butler,  PA. 

Mary  F.  Trzcinski  Vadnais  and  Scott  C. 
Vadnais  announce  their  marriage.  Mary  is 
employed  by  the  Department  of  Social  Ser- 
vices in  Springfield  and  Scott  is  with  the 
Springfield  Redevelopment  Authority  in  the 
Office  of  Economic  Development. 

Julian  T.  Tynes  is  employed  by  the  Con- 
necticut Independant  Labor  &  Police  Union 
in  Glastonbury,  CT. 

Michelle  O.  Bayliss  is  associated  with  the 
Connecticut  Independent  Labor  &  Police 
Union  in  Glastonbury,  CT. 

Raymond  C.  Casella  continues  to  practice 
architecture  using  legal  skills  to  draft  new 
contracts.  He  is  with  the  architecture  firm  of 
A.P.  Casella  of  Agawam,  MA. 

After  completing  her  judicial  clerkship  with 
the  Connecticut  Appellate  Court,  Ana  I. 
DeMoura  has  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Hartford  firm  of  Siegel,  O'Connor,  Schiff  & 
Zangari,  PC. 


Jeanne  M.  Dolan  is  associated  with  SNET 
Mobility  in  Rocky  Hill,  CT. 

Tais  C.  Ericson  is  a  housing  specialist  mediator 
for  the  State  of  Connecticut  Judicial  Branch. 

Priscilla  Hotz  is  a  legal  consultant  for 
Always,  Inc.  in  Worcester,  MA. 

Karl  P.  Jacobsen  is  associated  with  the  Colum- 
bia, SC  firm  of  Isaacs,  Alley  &  Harvey,  L.L.P. 

After  earning  his  LLM  in  Labor  &  Employ- 
ment Law  at  Georgetown  University,  Jeffrey 
S.  Morneau  has  accepted  an  associate  posi- 
tion with  the  Springfield  firm  of  Bulkley, 
Richardson  &  Gelinas,  LLP. 

Paul  T.  McMahon  is  the  Greater  New  Bed- 
ford Community  Health  Center's  new  vice 
president  of  finance.  Most  recently,  he  was 
director  of  patient  accounting  and  registra- 
tion for  North  Adams  Regional  Hospital. 

Tammy  S.  O'Melia  is  a  court  attorney  for 
the  New  York  State  Supreme  Court  Appel- 
late Division  in  Albany. 

Christine  C.  Peaslee  has  accepted  a  position 
with  Hebb  &  Gitlin  in  Hartford. 

Cicely  R.  Peterson  is  a  judicial  law  clerk  in 
the  Philadelphia  Municipal  Court,  First 
Judicial  District  of  Pennsylvania.  Previously 


she  was  a  recruiter  for  our  School  of  Law's 
admissions  office. 

Amy  M.  Russo  is  an  assistant  district  attor- 
ney for  Onondaga  County  in  Syracuse,  NY. 

The  Holyoke  firm  of  Resnic,  Beauregard, 
Waite  &  DriscoU,  celebrating  its  70th 
anniversary,  is  proud  to  announce  that 
Susan  R.  Taylor,  a  former  15-year  member 
of  the  office  staff,  has  become  an  associate 
with  the  firm. 

William  V.  Taylor  is  a  tax  associate  for  AYCO 
Financial  Services  in  Clifton  Park,  NY. 

Todd  V.  Walker  is  a  financial  advisor  at  Pru- 
dential Securities  putting  together  business 
retirement  plans.  Todd  was  married  to 
Dymphna  McWilliams  this  summer  and  the 
couple  have  two  wonderful  children. 
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Keith  G.  Wetjen  is  a  financial  advisor  for 
Fairport  Capital,  Inc.  in  Simsbury,  CT. 


In  Memoriam 


James  P.  Bowler  '77  a  retired  Massachusetts 
State  Police  lieutenant,  died  in  January  1999. 

John  C.  Brady  '70  passed  away  Sunday,  Jan- 
uary 3,  1999.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Katherine,  a  son,  John,  and  their  daughters, 
Anne  Louise  and  Katie.  Before  retiring  and 
pursuing  a  masters  degree  in  human  ser- 
vices, John  worked  for  the  product  develop- 


ment division  of  The  Hartford  Insurance 
Company. 

Joanne  Sempolinski  Mickevich  '80  died  in 
September  1998.  Prior  to  practicing  with 
Libby  Associates  in  Hingham,  MA,  she 
taught  school.  Her  husband,  Walter  C. 
Mickevich  '72  died  in  May  1997. 


Thomas  F.  Moriarty  '69  died  in  September 
1999.  He  practiced  law  in  Holyoke,  MA,  for 
15  years,  taught  law  at  Holyoke  Community 
College,  and  was  a  substitute  teacher  in  East 
Longmeadow  and  Longmeadow,  MA. 

Joseph  Troiano  '58  a  former  City  of  Spring- 
field civil  engineer  and  attorney,  died  in 
August  1998. 
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